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Immutable 


By Sidney Bushell 
‘*‘ No variableness, neither shadow of turning”’ 


Ber night I stood a while when day was done, 
And toil was over for another span. 
While gazing on the now low setting sun, 
I thought of all the petty works of man — 
His triumphs, wars, and all to him so proud... 
I saw God’s glory in a sunset cloud. 


Sublime, serene, unmarred by this world’s strife, 
Immutable, unchanged ere suns first shone. 
High as the heav’ns removed from earthly life, 
. Yet mine in all its beauty through His Son. 
In. pray’rful thankfulness I turned to rest, 
A humble confidence within my breast. 


“ Jobs” for Soldiers 

Christians do not have to choose a calling. God 
chose that for them before they were born; yes, even 
before the world was made. The burden of the 


cry of shipload after shipload of returning American 
The American business 


soldiers is, “Give us jobs.” 





world is responding handsomely to this healthy de- . 


mand of the soldier boys, yet occasionally the news- 
papers have a “story” of some one who has failed 
to secure work. But God has left nothing to chance 
in providing a definite service for the soldiers of 
the Cross. A wonderful notice of available work is 
this: “For “we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore pre- 
ared that we should walk in them” a 2:10). 
ave we accepted God’s position for us . 


a“ 

Ambassadors 

It is always to’a foreign country that an ambas- 
sador is sent. It is another evidence that God wants 
Christians to consider themselves pilgrims and 
strangers in this world that he applies to them 
the simile of the envoy: “We are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though did beseech you by us” (2 
Cor. 5:20). Henry Moorhouse had a great sermon 
on that text. He said: “We never send an ambas- 
sador to a country at war with us; so the Church, 
being here, shows God preaches peace to the world, 
and when He sends the letter to us to come home, 
then war is proclaimed against the earth. An am- 
bassador has to go to the foreign country, so the 
Church has to go to all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. The ambassador,’ though 
lodging in a mean habitation, has—all the power of 
his country to back him up. The people judge of 
a country by its ambassador; so the world judges 
of the Master by us.” It is a high honor in earth’s 
courts to be a “minister plenipotentiary”; a higher 
one to hold such a commission from God. Are we 
speaking the language of heaven in the ear of a 
lost and sinful world? 


=< 
Satisfied 


Satisfaction does not always mean satiety. Peo- 
ple who do not know the real meaning of. satisfac- 
tion may think that it does. Says a writer in a daily 
newspaper: “It is not human to be satisfied. A repe- 
tition of anything gets monotonous.” ‘This man is 
right; nothing human is satisfying. And a repeti- 


How It Looks 


HERE probably has never been a time when 
the question of Church Union was so promi- 
nently before the Christians of the whole world 
as it is to-day. In England, Scotland, Australia, and 
New Zealand it is a burning question. The question 
of organic union of the churches has been prominent 
in Canada for years. Recently, also, in the United 
States there have been conferences of a very large 
number of denominations looking to the organic 
union not only of those whose creeds are very similar, 
but of all the evangelical churches. 

Those in all mission fields, and especially those in 
Korea, know how prominent questions of comity, co- 
operation, and union have been in all mission work. 
Such is the present importance and urgency of this 

uestion that it behooves all Christian workers to 
ace it and decide their attitude towards the whole 
subject. 

It seems to the writer that the true and Scriptural 
position to take is that we should be able to recog- 
nize and work with any one who sincerely and truly 
loves our Lord Jesus Christ. Personally, if any one 
really accepts and sincerely loves my Lord I can take 
him by the hand and call him my brother. He may 
call himself a Methodist, a Baptist, a Congregational- 
ist, a Catholic, a Presbyterian, a Quaker, or any one 

On one of the most prominently discussed and vitally 
important topics of current religious life, The Sunday 
School Times gladly publishes as an editorial this sig- 
nificant message from the Rev. Eugene Bell, of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Mission in Korea. Mr. Bell is stationed 
at Kwangju, Chosen; and his home address is* Shelbyville, 
Kentucky.—The Editor: 





tion of anything human does indeed get monotonous 
and unendurable. But when -we let God do the satis- 
fying, how different it is! No one ever knows the 
true meaning of the word “satisfied” until he has 
entered into the supernatural experience of being 
satisfied with Christ. Then his very being thrills 
with the marvel, the wonder, the glory of this satis- 
faction. And it never grows monotonous; every 
continued moment of it is a fresh surprise and joy. 
“Satisfied” is only another word for “sufficient.” 
When our Lord tells us that his proce is sufficient 
for us, he means that his grace will satisfy us; just 
as he pledges his word that he will bless the spirit- 
ually hungering and yreet aay Hd seeing that they are 
filled. Filled with what? hy, filled with that for 
the lack of which every human being is necessarily 
hun and thirsty: the Bread of Life and the Water 
of Life—just Christ himself. If we would know 
the ever new experience of being satisfied, let us 
ask God to answer in us the prayer of the great apos- 
tle, “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith; to the end that .. . ye may be filled unto all 
the fulness of God” (Eph. 3: 17-19). 


a 
“L W. W.” 


“T. W. W.” may have a terrifying sound, in these 
days, or it may have a very reassuring sound. The 
veteran Bible teacher, Pastor D. M. Stearns, gave 
the thousands of persons assembled at one of the 
meetings of the World Conference on Christian 
Fundamentals, last month, one of his characteristic 
messages. He said that if any one was disturbed 
by thé newspaper reports of the I. W. W., he had 
another I. W. W. for them, and they would find 
it in Isaiah 43:13. There God says, “I will work, 
and who can hinder it?” There are “works” of 
many sorts, and of great power, going on in these 
confused, uncertain, and perilous days. But God is 
one of the workers, and God is the mightiest of 
them. The works of all others shall fail; God’s 
works can never fail, in time or eternity. Therefore 
the child of God, whose very life is God, need never 
fear failure as he remembers God’s I. W. W., and 
that “it is God who worketh in you both to will and 
to work, for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). 


we 


What is Safe Church Union? 


to a Missionary 


of a long list of other names. I have one name for 
him provided he loves the same Lord that I love; he 
is my brother, and I love him. 

I could do more then than take him by the hand. and 
call him my brother; I could pray with him and wor- 
ship with him and work with him, and. wherever ‘we 
are working in the same field I could unite with him 
and go into the same organic body if necessary and 
desirable under all the circumstances. 

For the sake of harmony I could give up, in man 
respects, my particular form of worship and churc 
service. I could allow individual liberty in the mode 
of baptism. I could give up the name of Presbyterian 
and the Presbyterian form of church government, 
even though I love it and think it is more nearly 
Scriptural than any other; and I could accept the 
Episcopal form of government and have a Bishop in 
their sense of the word. 

I could modify my ideas about a great many things, 
and could surrender a great deal for the sake of har- 
mony and comity, and even organic union where that 
seemed best, because I love my brother, who, I be- 
lieve, has been redeemed by the same precious blood 
that I have been. He may not recognize me, but 
I feel that he is my brother. He may not be willing 
to be in the samejorganization with me, and may 
even decline to meet me in conference. 

But I consider him my brother and feel that my 
heart is at one with his. If he feels. the same way 
we are truly one in the sense that our Saviour 
prayed that we should be, though he may live in a 
far distant country and may have been reared and 
trained and may still believe in a far. different or- 











ganization from mine. Whenever I meet him my heart 
goes out to him and his to me, for our prayers for 
each other have mingled at a common throne 
of grace daily. Whenever we touch elbows in our 
work it is not for rivalry, but for prayer for each 
other. And if so located that elbows touch often 
there is no difficulty in quis |S close together 
as the circumstances warrant, use we are one 
at heart. ; 

On the contrary, one may even call himself a 
Presbyterian, of my own particular denomimation, 
and yet if the Lord he believes in was born out of 
wedlock, of a natural father; who was either self- 
deceived or trying to deceive others when he said 
God was his Father and “made himself equal with 
God”; whe died on the Cross simply as a martyr 
or example and not to make vicarious atonement for 
sin; who never arose bodily from the grave as he said 
he would, and who is never to return to this earth 
as he plainly asserted; and if he believes that the 
Bible was not written by men who were moved by 
the Holy Ghost and is therefore not fully inspired 
and not of final authority, but is to be subjected to 
man’s intellect and reason— such a one may be a 
member in “good and regular standing” in my own 
communion and even be an ordained minister, yet 
I can never feel that he is a brother with whom I 
can be in real heart union. 

Even in the same field I know he is trying to under- 
mine and pull down the structure I have been sent 
to build up. Furthermore, I can never feel in accord 
and true heart union with a Church court that insists 
on ordaining and authorizing such a one to use its 
pulpits to disseminate his views. Any kind of organic 
union with such a body would be worse than merely 
nominal, 

Probably nothing in recent years, or in all Church 
history, has done more to stimulate the agitation for 
Church union than the way the Allies got together in 
the recent great war to fight a common enemy. And 
we see the statement constantly made that “the 
churches should find ways of working together with 
the same effectiveness that marked the military work 
of the war.” That is true provided only we agree 
on what we will call a Church, on those who may 
rightfully claim to constitute its members, and es- 
pecially who may be clothed with authority to propa- 
gate the Church. For as all know, there are so-called 
churches that are only “synagogues of Satan.” 

And pray, how did the Allies get together so 
effectively in the war? Let us not be so foolish as 
to look merely at the beautiful fruits of their union 
and effective co-operation without looking ‘at the 
foundation on which they built. For instance, when 
the United States first declared war the great ques- 
tion of loyalty at once arose. And when it did arise 
President Wilson, the two ex-Presidents, and all those 
in authority lost no time in saying so plainly that 
there was no shadow of a possibility of being mis- 
understood, that there was no room in our country, 
much less in the fighting army, for any hyphenated 
American; if a man were not an out-and-out Amer- 
ican he could pack up and leave, and the sooner the 
better; that after having come to our shores and 
accepted our country’s hospitality and advantages to 
accumulate possessions, he should not be “like the 
cur in the story’—he should not bite the hand that 
was feeding him. 

First and foremost, absolute loyalty was not sim- 
ply requested or hoped for, but it was an ultimatum 
demanding instant and unequivocal decision. The 
writer was in the United States soon after war was 
declared and heard a great many public speakers. 
There were no sentiments expressed by any that 
called for so loud and prolonged applause in all parts 
of the country as this ultimatum for out-and-out-loy- 
alty. North, South, East and West — it was the same 
everywhere. 

And yet when the same vital and fundamental 
question is raised in ecclesiastical matters, it is politely 
waved aside, and we are told simply to behold how 
lovely and beautfful it is “for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.” We are. told to consider how. beau- 
tiful a spirit is shown in the war zone or on the home 
platform in having in the building for the worship of 
God one hour each for Y. M. C. Z Protestant Chris- 
tian, Roman Catholic, Jewish rabbi, and Unitarian, 
with no questions asked about creeds or what is 
taught. 

We are bidden to close our eyes to the fact that 
among these there are those praying to the virgin 
Mary, some who degrade our blessed Saviour to 
the level of a man, and others who believe that he was 
an impostor, hypocrite, and bastard. 

But even where these grosser forms of insult to 
our blessed Lord are not given such prominence, we 
are told in much of the ‘popular literature, even of 
the Church papers, that union is the main thing, re- 
gardless of creed or doctrines taught. If we oye 
insist on knowing who it is we areaasked to unite 
with we are stigmatized as narrow-minded, bigoted 
sectarians. 

But no one with any sense condemned President 
Wilson and those associated with him for insisting, 
with all the power of the army and navy behind them, 
that, first of all, this question of loyalty must be set- 
tled beyond a peradventure. This was a question 









































Christ” (2 Cor. 1 : 2) 


within the nation itself, a purely domestic te aoe a 


denominational question, if you please. may 
have been greatly inconvenienced, some interned, and 
some deported, but no one could truthfully and rea- 
sonably say that the position was not logical, honest, 
and fundamentally necessary. 


_- Mageover, when it came to the question of formally 


co-operating with others, no one in his right mind. 
ever thought of condemning President Wilson for 
announcing to all the world his Fourteen Points. 
Some may not have agreed. with him in all he said, 
but no one could. rightfully say that it was not 
honest, reasonable sak necessary, when there was a 
question of co-operation with others against a com- 
mon foe, first of all to announce the platform on 
which alone he could unite and co-operate. This 
was his creed, if you like. Call it Fourteen Points 
or what you wish. Those who could accept this in 
substance or some other creed of sufficient similari 
combine forces. But by this simple statement all 
Bolsheviks, I. W. W., and their kind are ipso facto 
excluded. 

Now, I ask in all earnestness, love, and reason, 
can the true and loyal Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ do less? Can we who are redeemed with his 
precious blood be less loyal to him who gave us the 
only true Gospel, about which his own inspired 
apostle said that if even an angel from heaven 
should come preaching another Gospel let him be 
accursed ? 


There is infinitely more need of caution in . 
life and death matters of the soul than there is 
the State. The devil and all his cohorts are engag- 
ity in those seater prupagnnds than Os Saute ee 

Germany could ever dream or imagine. There is 
more espi , there are more spies, by far, and 
more wolves in sheep’s clothing. y, in all reason, 


can it not be seen that there is here also iim 


greatest precaution, safeguarding, and all kinds — 
p<! 


re 

If people have become prejudiced against the word 
“creed,” and are sensitive about “doctrine” and 
“dogma,” drop these words altogether. Let’s call 
them “points,” perhaps “Fourteen Points.” I 
sure there need not be more. But let us exercise 
same courage, common sense, and fairness first _ 


g 


all to state plainly and unmistakably what we pro- 


pose to unite on, and what it is we propose to do 
together. If the churches cannot see the absolute 
necessity i i it is a foregone conclu- 
sion that all rt for so-called organic Church 
union is doomed to failure. 

If the European Allies had read President Wilson’s 
Fourteen Points, and after spending some time try- 
ing to harmonize -their own views with these, had 
become discouraged and called on the United States 
to put all the Fourteen Points in the background and 
come on and fight together without anybody saying 
what they were fighting for, it would have been ne 
more unreasonable and foolish than what many are 
now asking us to do in ecclesiastical affairs. If any kind 
of so-called union should ever be effected on such 
a basis as is so vociferously proposed in so many quar- 
ters, one would be building up a structure only to 
be undermined by another. There would be confusion 
worse confounded, not to say internal quarrels and 
Strife. 

Oh, that the true Church would exhibit at least 
as sincere and whole-hearted loyalty to the Lord 
Jesys Christ as is expected from men of the world 
to the flag of their country when they engage in 
warfare against a common enemy not so powerfu 
and persistent as ours! 





Why Do “the Tents of Robbers” Prosper? 


How are we to reconcile Job 12:6 with the Christian 
life? That passage reads: “The tabernacles of robbers 
prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into 
whose hand God bringeth abundantly.”—A Pennsylvania 
Reader. 


Why do the ungodly so often prosper, while the 
godly suffer and are in want? This, it is presumed, 
is the question this Pennsylvania reader is asking, 
and it is not evaded in the Bible. Job pictures the 
rich, nomadic robbers of his time, filling their tents 
with riches through highway robbery. Our Lord once 
referred.to the prosperity of the wicked, and drew 
a lesson from it. He said, “For he maketh his sun 
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45). 
Here the Lord is saying that God deliberately per- 
mits what Job complained of. And that fact af- 
fords an example of how his disciples should love 
their enemies: even as God is gracious to his en- 
emies. 

Paul has a word to say on this subject. When the 
pagans of Lystra were seeking to worship Barnabas 
as Jupiter and Paul as Mercury because of their 
miraculous healing of the impotent man, Paul in the 
course of his protest against such idolatry tells them 
that God “in the generations gone by suffered all 
the nations to walk in their own ways. And yet he 
left not himself without witness, in that he did good 
and gave you from heaven rains and fruitful sea- 
sons, filling your hearts with food and gladness” 
(Acts 14:16, 17). This kindness of God to the peo- 
ple of nations that forget him is an evidence that 
he exists, and that he exists as a merciful God. He 
is thus longsuffering while he gives the wicked a 
chance to turn to him. Paul re-emphasizes this truth 
in Romans 2° 44 “Despisest thou the riches of his 
goodness and forbearance and lengsuffering, not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance ?” 

But the prosperity of the wicked is only -fer time. 
It ends at the grave. If unjust and ungodly men do 
not seek and find God, as kis longsuffering mercy 
gives them the opportunity, their end is terrible in- 
deed. It is illustgated in the — of the rich fool. 
Luke draws a onve of him in the twelfth chapter 
of his Gospel. The rich fool said, “This will I 
do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater . . . 
and I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goads 
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
be merry. But God said unto him, Thou foolish one, 
this night is thy soul required of thee; and the things 
which thou hast prepared, whose. shall they be? So 
is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and. is net 
rich toward God.” 





How the Ineffable Name Stands Alone 


It is good ay have this endorsement by such .an 
authority as Dr. Griffith: Thomas, of: Teronto, of -The 
Sunday School Times’ warning against careless use 
of the titles of our Lord: 


I should like to add one small point to your admirable 
discussion in “Notes on Open Letters” on “May we Say 
‘Jesus’ Without ‘Lord’?” in your issue for April 12th. 
Perhaps you may think this hypersensitive in me, but 
I always shrink ffom singing the words of Dr. Gordon’s 
hymn: “If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ’tis now,” be- 
cause (as you say) the word “Jesus” is virtually equiv- 
alent to “Jehovah,” and as in the Old Testament no 
pronoun is ever found connected with “Jehovah,” I feel 
that it would be in every way more appropriate and rev- 
erent to avoid: such use with the word “Jesus.” 

The “Ineffable Name” stands alone in all its glory 
without any prefix, suffix, or pronoun, and whenever it 
Was necessary to say “my,” the Old Testament had 
“Jehovah my God” and similar terms, For this reason 
whenever Dr. Gordon’s hymn is sung I much prefer 
to say: “If ever I loved thee, Lord Jesus, ’tis now.” 
My impression is that this does not detract from, but 
really adds to the devotional helpfulness of that very 
precious hymn. Whenever I have occasion to giye out 
this hymn in a meeting, I venture to’ make this sug- 
gested alteration. : 
ae 


Why Do Not Christians Observe > 
the Seventh Day? 


I am perplexed ahout why «we keep the first day .of 
the week instead of the seventh as the Lord com- 
manded. Where in the Bible do we get authority to 
change God’s law?—A Pennsylvania Reader. . 


The law has not been changed, but it has been abol- 
ished. Strictly speaking, it is unscriptural to speak 
of Sunday as the Sabbath. The first day of the week, 
which we call Sunday, is doubtless “the Lord’s day’ 
referred to in Revelation 1:10, “I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day,” but that does not make it the 
Sabbath. The Bible: knows no weekly Sabbath but 
Saturday. If Christians were under the law at all, 
they would be obliged to keep the Saturday-Sabbath. 
But they are not under the law; they are under grace 
(Rom. 6:14). The law was given to Israel as a 
schoolmaster to bring them to Christ that they might 
be justified by faith. But now that faith is come, 
even they are no longer under the schoolmaster (Gal. 
3: 23-25). As for the Gentiles, they never had the 
law (Rom. 2:14). The law of Sinai, “written and 
engraven in stones,” was a temporary covenant, a 
“ministration of death and condemnation,” which is 
now “done away” (2 Cor. 3:7-11; compare Rom. 
7: 1-4). Sunday, or the Lord’s day, is a weelaly cele- 
bration of the resurrection of our Lord from the dead. 
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Matt. 28 : 18-20; Mark 1 : 1-11; Acts 8 : 26-40 
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And how God led its Editor over land and sea to 
men who lived in Hebrew. and Greek 


The Scofield Bible’s Debt to Scholarship 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 








clear to Dr. and Mrs. Scofield that they should 

go to Europe again. This time Oxford was the 
destination; and a two-years’ stay in that wonderful 
English university town followed. Here the treas- 
ures of the Oxford libraries were fully at the dis- 
posal-of the man who was making himself a Bible 
scholar by mastering the Bible scholarship of the 
world. He was by no means content to limit his 
studies and researches to constructive and believing 
Bible scholarship. He covered the whole field of 
such scholarship, whether friendly or unfriendly to 
the Bible. He wanted to know at first-hand all that 
the. critics claimed to have done, and he was open to 
any light that their scholarly researches might, known 
or unknown to themselves, throw upon the Word of 
God. He found Professor Dr. William Sanday, an 
outstanding scholarly critic, gracious in his readiness 
to confer. So also with the more extreme critic, 
Professor S. R. Driver. Of the conservative, Bible 
scholars abroad, Dr. Scofield gratefully acknowl- 
edges his indebtedness to Professors A. H. Sayce 
and David Samuel Margoliouth, of Oxford; and to 
Mr. Walter Scott, the eminent Bible teacher. 


Ace a winter at Clifton Springs, it became 


It was Dr. Scofield’s deliberate purpose to put him-° 


self under obligation to the entire field of ,modern 
Bible study and scholarship. ~All through-his labors 
on the Reference Bible he was consulting, either 
by correspondence or personal interview, the leading 
scholarly and spiritual Bible students of different 
lands. The destructive criticism and the new the- 
ology, both emanating from Germany, were in no 
sense congruous with his plan, and were wholly re- 
jected as out of harmony with the great historic faith 
founded upon two thousand years of Christian ex- 
perience and study. 

The title-page of the Reference Bible gives the 
names of the Consulting Editors to whom, in the In- 
troduction, the Editor acknowledges special indebt- 
edness and who worked with him in counsel, criticism, 
and guidance. These Consulting Editors were Henry 
G. eston, D.D., LL.D. (Deceased), President of 
Crozer “Theological Seminary; James M. Gray, D.D., 
Dean of Moody Bible Institute; William J. Erdman, 
D.D., Author “The Gospel of John,” etc., etc.; W. 
G. Moorehead, D.D. (Deceased), Professor in 
Xenia (U. P.) Theological Seminary; Elmore Harris, 
D.D. (Deceased), President Toronto Bible Insti- 
tute; Arno C. Gaebelein, Author “Harmony of 
Prophetic Word,” etc., etc.; Arthur T. Pierson, D.D. 
(Deceased), Author, Editor, Teacher. In addition 
to a great deal of correspondence with these con- 
sulting Editors, three meetings of the group were 
held; and one can well imagine what interesting con- 
ferences these meetings must have been. The last 
of the three, reviewing the whole work, was held at 
Princeton, N. J., when the editorial board spent many 
days together, with access to the great theological 
library there. ’ 

In the remarkable Introduction to the Reference 


Ll 


“I do not frame hypotheses,” Was Newton’s fa- 
mous axiom in philosophical and scientific inquiry. 
cous lenen Appaen tc tan lieate eahclatty toonper- 
very to Editor’s y temper- 
ament, “Phe scholarly temperament,” acco 

to Applejon’s Encyclopaedia of American Biogra- 
phy, is defined as “that rare combination of pro- 
found insight, sustained attention, microscopic ac- 
curacy, iron tenacity, and disinterested pursuit of 
truth, which characterizes the great scientific dis- 

coverer or the great historian.” 








Bible, which is, by a characteristic touch of the 
Editor’s unconventionality, labeled “(To be read),” 
Dr. Scofield says: “The Editor disclaims originality. 
Other men have labored, he ‘has but entered into 
their labors. The results of the study of God’s Word 
by learned and spiritual men, in every division of 
the church and in_every land, during the last fifty 
years, under the advantage of a perfected text, 
already form a vast literature, inaccessible to most 
Christian workers. The Editor has proposed to him- 
self the modest if laborious task of summarizing, 
arranging, and condensing this mass of material. 

“That he has been able to accomplish this task at 
all is due in very large measure to the valuable sug- 
gestions and co-operation of the Consulting Editors, 
who have freely given of their time and the treas- 
ures of their scholarship to this work. It is due to 
them to say that the Editor alone is responsible for 
the final form of notes and definitions. The Editor’s 
acknowledgments are also due to a very wide circle 
of learned and spiritual brethren in Europe and 
America to whose labors he is indebted for sugges- 
tions of inestimable value. It may not be invidious 
to mention among these Professor James Barrellet, 
of the Theological Faculty of Lausanne, Professors 
Sayce and Margoliouth, of Oxford, Mr. Walter 
Scott, the eminent Bible teacher, and Professor C. R. 
Erdman, of Princeton. 

“Finally, grateful thanks are due to those whose 
generous material assistance has made possible the 
preparation of a work involving years of time, and 
repeated journeys to the centers of biblical learning 
abroad.” 

It is to be remembered, therefore, that everything 
of importance in the Scofield Reference Bible rep- 

resents the consensus of leading minds of Great 
Britain, the United States, and Canada, together with 
the treasures of Bible study worked out by similar 
students during the past century or so, as preserved 
in the best libraries of Europe and America. God led 
him to the right men; men who lived in Hebrew and 
Greek; and from these he eagerly received invalu- 
able and judicious counsel. Going to Biblical centers 
abroad, he made sure that he gained possession of 
all the facts he needed to have. At Lausanne, Swit- 
zerland, for example, he reveled in the books in the 
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A letter from Dr. Scofield to the head of the American Branch of the Oxford University Press. written 
when the New and Improved Edition of the Scofield Reference Bible was under way. and showing the 
importance o! a detail that most people would overlook. 


great library-there, a library begun by Calvin, some 
of whose books are still on its shelves. 

Another statement in the Introduction of the Ref- 
erence Bible is significant: “The last fifty years have 
witnessed an intensity and breadth of interest in Bible 
study unprecedented in the history of the Christian 
Church. Never before have so many reverent, 
learned, and spiritual men brought to the study of 
the Scriptures minds so free from merely contro- 
versial motive. A new and vast exegetical and ex- 
pository literature has been created, inaccessible for 
bulk, cost, and time to the average reader. The win- 
nowed and attested results of this half-century of 
Bible study are embodied in the notes, summaries, 
and definitions of this edition. Expository novelties, 
and merely personal views and interpretations, have 
been rejected.” 

Did the sojourns in Great Britain and elsewhere in 
Europe make any real contribution to the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible, apart from the opportunity they gave of 
freedom from interruption in the work? Could not 
this Reference Bible just as well have been made at 
home, without stepping foot out of the United States? 
The question has been sincerely asked, and the facts 
here given answer it. 

It is true that the most of the explanatory and 
interpretative comment represents material that was 
familiar to the comparatively few soundly instructed 
and well grounded students of the Word of God in 
our country and abroad. But the work done on the 
Scofield Reference Bible includes far more than this. 
It is a result that could have been produced only 
after an exhaustive study of books, and conferences 
with men, both friendly and unfriendly to the Word 
of God, both believing and unbelieving, both conserva- 
tive and radical, so that every statement of the 
Editor was finally made only after an intelligent 
and scholarly familiarity with the whole realm of 
modern Bible research. When a positive statement 
is made in the notes, it is made in full recognition 
of the negative positions on that same Fs All 
this made possible an orientation of the Editor, and 
gave the work a background, an atmosphere, a some- 
times tacit evidence of familiarity with all view- 
points while presenting only the true viewpoint, which 
could never have been brought to pass without the 
travel and contact and research that went into it. 

Those to whom the notes and references, the in- 
troductions and paragraph topics, in the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible seem very simple,—and they are sim- 
ple and easy reading,—do not always realize how 
much costly study and time and energy went into the 
mere deciding what to leave out. The Editar read, 
and read, and rejected, andwejected, for cause. He 
had long personal interviews with Bible scholars with 
whom he fundamentally disagreed; but he drew out 
from them all that they could give him, and then 
went at his constructive, not destructive work, in- 
finitely the better equipped. No man could sit in a 
pastor’s study or a theological library in any one 
country alone and do this. 

It will be remembered that the life-long training 
and predisposition of Dr. Scofield, in literature and 
history and the law, had been making for the schol- 
arly mind and the habits and methods of true schol- 
arship. He had a magnificent Greek tutor, way back 
in the days when he had been preparing to enter col- 
lege. Later, after entering the Christian ministry, he 
made such progress in the study of the Bible tongues 
as was possible to a busy pastor. Despite the at- 
taininents thus acquired Dr. Scofield, in his work 
upon the Reference Bible always refused to settle 
any question linguistic in its nature upon his own 
conclusions unsupported by the great conservative 
authorities living and dead, 

The scientific attitude of mind appears in this 

comment of Dr. Scofield: “If I find that I would like 
sto have a word mean a certain thing, I pull up! 
‘Hold on, now,’ I say to myself, ‘I must see if it does 
mean that.’” And more than oncer in making the 
Reference Bible, he spent a week on a single word, 
determined to know the facts before permitting him- 
self to come to any conclusion. 

There are, of course, certain merely theologically 
trained minds that never do, never can, distinguish 
learning unless it is explained and couched in tech- 
nical and impressive terms. Dr. Scofield came to the 
Bible with a mature mind, technically trained through 
the habit of close investigation. He studied the Bible 


for thirty years. He checked, verified, or corrected - 


his own conclusions by conference with scholarly, 
Bible-saturated men of God, and by careful study of 
the writings of the saintly and spiritual as well as 
of the critical and unbelieving. Then, satisfied as 
to the conclusions of truth, he asked God that he 
might be simple, like the Bible itself, and make no 
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display of what he calls “even the poor learning” 
that he himself might have. As a successful lawyer, 
he had been trained, especially in jury practise, to 
be simple and clear. He has reve? had any ambition 
to be impressive; he has had a great longing to hel 
God’s people and feed Christ’s sheep. The result 
was the Scofield Reference Bible as it is to-day. 

In spite of the modest disclaimer by the Editor, 
and in spite of his frankly avowed and honestly main- 
tained purpose to bring together for the benefit of 
the many the learning and research of the few, it 
must be remembered that the Scofield Reference 
Bible is by no means merely an eclectic work. It is 
also the ripe result of thirty years of unremitting 
peresnas study by its Editor, whose methods, as 

ave been seen, were utterly unusual in tracking down 
and digging out for himself, at no sparin : 
sonal cost, under the direction of the Holy 
treasures of God’s Word. 

The next article in the Life Story of C. I. Scofield will tell of 

some of des; te attacks made by Satan upon the manu- 


script of the Reference Bible, and of his futile attemipts to pre- 
vent its ever being given to the world. 


of per- 
pirit, the 








Victory Year in Sunday-School 
Work 


Will You Share in Equipping Others ? 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 

















HERE is probably no place on earth where 
Christian people, young and old, can learn as 
much, in as short a space of time, about becom- 
ing thoroughly trained Sunday-school workers, as 
at the International Training School for Sunday-school 
Leaders, Conference Point, on Lake Geneva, Wis. 
Every summer the International Sunday School 
Association brings together in this School a group of 
experienced workers and leaders who are ready to 
lay at the disposal of all who come the treasures 
of their rich experience and practical working. 
The Editor of The Sunday School Times will 
never forget the inspiration and outlook that he re- 
ceived as he shared in and closely followed one of the 
Lake Geneva Sunday-school Training Conferences. 
Bible | study, Sunday-school management, religious 
education, the solving of practical problems, the 





whole range of preparation and equipment for the. 


Sunday-school worker, and all this carefully sub- 
divided and classified and grouped according to the 
need of the individual worker,*are mapped out with 
such thoroughness and practical effectiveness that 
it is no wonder the classes that go on from year 
to year leave Lake Geneva with an enthusiasm that 
is contagious and bubbling over. : 

The spiritual life of the workers is not overlooked, 
and many will always remember the vesper services 
on the Hillside overlooking the lake. 

The physical equipment of grounds and buildings 
has been steadily built yp and improved, until it is 
already reaching a point of unusual efficiency and 
beauty. Among the plans yet ahead is the erection 
of a twenty-thousand-dollar chapel to be known as 
the Nichols Memorial Chapel, — in tribute to the late 
E. H. Nichols, former Treasurer of the International 
Sunday School Association. 

And the simple and feasible plan for providing this 
chapel is that some twenty pers®ms or organizations 
contribute a thousand dollars each, the names of such 
persons or organizations to be memorialized upon 
a copper plate in the chapel. 

The Sunday School Times has rejoiced and fel- 
lowshipped in the great work of the International 
Sunday School Association for many years past. It 
now gladly brings before its readers the suggestion 
that they make up a contribution of one thousand 
dollars in honor of the name and memory of the 
man who brought The Sunday School Times to a 
place never before occupied by any Sunday-school 
periodical in America, and who gave the greater part 
of his life so lavishly to the Lord’s service in the 
Sunday-school field: the late H. Clay Trumbull, Edi- 
tor of this paper from 1875 until his death in 1903. 

Will you who read this article prayerfully seek the 
Lord’s will as to whether He would have you share 
in this opportunjty? If you are so led, The Sunday 
School Times will gladly receive any offering you 
think best to make toward this fund of a thousand 
dollars in honor of H. Clay Trumbull’s memory. The 
money, as explained, will go toward the proposed me- 
morial. chapel, and will be thus permanently at work 
in helping to make multitudes of Christian persons 
more efficient workers in the Lord’s vineyard, in the 
great opportunity of Bible study and Christian train- 
ing in the Sunday-school. 

May there not be an immediate and generous re- 
sponse, so that The Sunday School Times may have 
the joy of passing on this contribution promptly to 
the International Sunday School Association? Checks 
or money orders may be sent to the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, drawn to the order of C. G. 
Trumbull, and addressed to 1031 Walnut Street, Phil- 
adelphia. 
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When a Bible School Aided a Missionary 
Is this God’s plan for training natives to evangelize quickly all foreign lands? - 
By Howard Ww. Pope, Representative in the Field of the Moody Bible Institute 
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The name Moody translated into Chinese meaps a man with a vision! So writes 


Mr. W, B. W 


ston, of the China Inland Mission, who instituted the evangeliza- 


tion plan here described. With $4,000 frém the Milton Stewart Fund and some 
other money contributed, Mr. Williston has started work on the first building of the 


East Szechuan Moody Bible Institute. 


Mr. Pope especially requests the prayers 


of The Sunday School Times readers that God will greatly bless this new experi- 
ment in missionary work. 


N THE year 1909 a young man graduated at 

the Moody Bible Institute, and at once sailed for 

China. For ten years he has labored as a mission- 
ary in what is known as the Pachow District. This 
district includes three walled cities, two hundred 
market towns, and a population of 3,000,000. From 
north to south, the distance is 200 miles, from east 
to west I60 miles. This is the district he is expected 
to evangelize. His report for the year 1918 reads 
like a romance. It covers three departments of work, 
and is given in full: 
I., Evangelism 

During the year we have held three evangelistic 
campaigns, in each of twenty market towns. Col- 
porteurs have visited others for the distribution of 
Gospel literature. Personally, I was out 115 days 
during the year, while my helpers, colporteurs, and vol- 
untary workers have been untiring in evangelistic zeal. 

We have endeav“red to use every lawful means by 
which souls may be won. One profitable means has 
been the holding of meetings for three or four days 
in country places. A big rally in a country place has 
never failed to stir up Christians and bring in scores 
of new hearers. 

Many more have been won by linking up well- 
known country leaders, mostly men of education. Our 
chain of leaders includes between thirty and forty, who 
are bringing in thousands. One, the best known leadet 
in the city of Nanchiang, a man of wealth, not only 
superintends the evangelism in twenty markets, but 
fearing I should break down from overwork, offered 
his voluntary..service, left -his palatial country home, 
and has come to live here, doing all the Chinese sec- 
retarial work, meeting most of the guests, and often 
taking trips in the country to inspect and report on 
out-station work. 

Another, the wealthiest and best known business 
man in the city of Honchiang, has voluntarily of- 
fered to be financially responsible for the work in 
that district. He is going to support evangelists, and 
has given $300 to one school to improve accommoda- 
tions so that we can take in a lot of boys he is 
sending. Other such leaders are also doing a good 
work, and many open doors are before us, opened 
by the -Lord. 


Il. Bible Schools 

I have worked on the principle that Bible schools 
and evangelism cannot be separated, as one is the 
complement of the other. I am convinced that un- 
less arrangements are made to follow up evangelism 
by Bible schools, a lot of work has been done in 
vain; and yet the Chinese Church, and most mis- 
sionaries, have not yet awakened to this fact. We 
have three forms of Bible school work: 


1. Short schools, lasting from three to five days, at 
different out-stations. These are for the instruction 
of hearers to be received on probation. During the 
year twelve such schools were held, using in all 
sixty days’ time. 

2. Summer Bible Conferences—For the past five 
years, during the summer vacation we have conducted 
a Summer Bible school on a near-by mountain. This 
year 600 attended the school, and 180 people were re- 
ceived into the church on probation. This summer 
school will soon be as well known and as popular 
in this district as Northfield is in America. 

3. A Permanent Bible Institute—As a result of 
five years’ experience in this summer Bible confer- 
ence, it has been laid on our hearts to establish a 
Bible school in the city for ten months _of the year. 
This is for Christian leaders, students, and candi- 
dates for church membership. Our plan is to take 
a hundred of the most intelligent men from a hun- 
dred different villages, and give each class a month’s 
teaching. By having them here for a month, five 
hours’ teaching each day, they learn to use their 
Bibles, and are well grounded in the great funda- 
mental truths. 

The advantages of the plan are: 1. The work 
of soul-winning is kept before each leader in 
country places where there is no paid helper, 
for each place must send ‘1 some new hearers 
each month. 2. Religion will become a family matter, 
for those who come for a month’s teaching will be 
able to conduct family worship. 3. It is estimated 


that only five out of a hundred persons in China 
can read. Much provision is made for the five, 
but what about the 95? Most of these are women 
and children. Who can teach them better than one 
of their own family who has received the month’s 
training? 4. Much mission work requires the for- 
eign missionary, but these Bible schools could be 
carried on as ey by our Chinese leaders. 5. 
It will develop a simple, self-supporting church, for 
small country communities pg meet for wor- 
ship, and there would be some among their num- 
ber who have enough instruction to lead others in 
worship. 

Aside from the small initial expense for land and 
buildings it is estimated that the total annual expense 
of this Bible school will not exceed $1,000. In other 
words, for what it would cost to train one man 
in this country and send him to China, he can give 
1000 of his most intelligent workers a month's 
training in- the Bible and in evangelistic work. 

The missionary from America would be almost 
useless for two years, while learning the language, 
while these native evangelists already know the 
language, and also what heathenism means, by long 
and sad experience. While a month of training does 
not make one a very profound Bible student, it gives 
him enough to make him the natural religious leader 
in his community, and also creates a hunger for more 
knowledge. 

After the summer conference, the missionary went 
on a short evangelistic tour, and on his return he 
found a band of,men ready to enter the school. They 
had brought their food-money, and all that they 
asked was.a lodging place and teaching. What were 
we to do?.. Fhe Lord had a-plan.. Directly. opposite, 
a business man had a large house. Seeing our need, 
he said, “I will send my family into the country, 
and you can use my ‘house temporarily.” So with 
borrowed beds and bedding, we started and have just 
ended the third class. h, if I had time to tell 
you the results that have come from these three 
classes attended by eighty men, from twenty-five dif- 
ferent places! 


IH. Boys’ Schools 


We have six primary and one high school fcr boys. 
Our schools are made to serve as another coOmple- 
ment to evangelism, for we only provide accommo- 
dation for boys connected with the church. Even 
with doubled fees, we have been overcrowded. Four of 
our graduates are getting higher education at Boone 
College, and seven at the Union University at 
Chengtu. : 

During the year 127 have been baptized, 59 con- 
firmed, 590 received on probation, 30 new places have 
been opened up, and 1,000 families have put away 
their idols. Of the 81 baptized at one time, 29 were 
farmers, 3 teachers, 21 students, 13 merchants, 2 doc- 
tors, 7 wives of Christians, 5 outside women, and 
one artisan. The Holy Spirit is working mightily in 
cur midst, and we feel sure that before the end of 
the year, we shall have 160,000 under instruction. 


The self-forgetting spirit of this young mission- 
ary is shown by the fact that.in this amazing re- 
port there is hardly a reference to himself, except 
where he says, referring to the last summer Bible 
conference, that “Archdeacon Kee and Rev. C. H. 
Parsons of Paoning, kindly assisted M. Taio and the 
writer in this conference.” ‘Two of these are prob- 
ably native Christians, and Mr.-Parsons is doubtless 
a fellow-missionary, while his~own name is care- 
fully hidden behind the Cross. He adds, “I have 
not attempted to write anything new, and being only 
a young macy ag do not presume to set myself 
up as a teacher; but I can testify that the above 
results can be obtained by Bible school work, if the 
Cross of Christ and his Second Coming be given 
prominence in the teaching.” 

That this young missionary has unusual gifts as 
a teacher, and rare executive ability, is apparent; 
but, when we consider that all the education he ever 
received was obtained in the public schools of Canada 
and the Moody Bible Institute, he certainly affords 
a striking illustration of what God can accomplish 
through men filled with the Holy Spirit and thor- 
oughly taught in the English Bible, even without 
the aid of college and seminary training. 
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Lesson for July 13 
Matt. 28 : 18-20; Mark 1 : 1-11; Acts 8 : 26-40 


If this short term Bible school proves successful, 
and five years’ experience in the summer conference 
seems to assure it, there is no reason why similar 
Bible schools may not be started in other pues, and 
indeed in other lands, and the Kingdom of our Lord 
be mightily extended through a host of native evan- 
gelists. The support of this school has guar- 


* anteed for three years, provided the money needed 


for the buildings is contributed by others. 

This story is also suggestive in its bearing upon the 

roblem of world-wide evangelization, Formerly 
ew missionaries were~sent to the foreign field ex- 
cept those who had received both college and sem- 
inary training. Now the stminaries are sending very 
a and the Bible schools are jJargely supplying the 
need. 

Last year 121 students in the Moody Institute of- 
fered themselves to different foreign missiona 
bdards, and most of them are already on the field. 
This year our April class Geteees 50, and 17 of 
these go to the foreign field. In August we shall 

robably’ graduate 115, of whom 50 are expecting to 

foreign missionaries. 

Does it not look as if it were God’s plan to use 
the Bible schools at home to train men competent 
to organize and conduct Bible schools abroad? 


CHICAGO. 








How to Apprehend the 
Holy Spirit 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D, 




















Five steps in the New Testament Doctrine of the Holy Spuk: 
I. The Promise, II. The Bestowment, III. The Recognition, 
IV. The Power, and, V. The Comfort, of the Spirit. 


OPPO 


IV. The Power of the Spirit 
Scripture: John 14 : 12-20; 1 John § : 7-15 


T IS throne light and throne life that is spoken 
| ofhere. “Verily, verily, I say unto you,”—it is Christ 

speaking to us just Letore his departure to the 
seat and throne of his power on high — “he that be- 
lieveth on me, the works that I do shall he do also.” 
That is to say, what I am doing in Heaven, he will 
be doing on earth! “And greater works than these 
shall he do, because I go unto my Father” — there 
to administer these “greater works,” through the 
church. It is a new fulcrum of force, a new purchase 
of power, Christ operating upon this world from the 
throne in the heavens and through the instrumental- 
ity of the humble believer. 

But there must be a medium of communication 
between the heavens and the earth, the throne and 
the footstool. This connecting link, or rather com- 
municating agent, is the Holy Spirit, present with 
the Lord and present with the disciple, and so unit- 
ing them effectually in one. Hence Jesus says, here, 
“I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for evet?’— 
the blessed third person of the Trinity, called PARA- 
CLETE, because he STANDS BESIDE us; but, standing also 
beside God, he joins us together, as it were, by gra- 
cious invisible hands. 

Then comes the marvelously meaningful word (us- 
ing the closer rendering), “At that day,”—the day 
of the Spirit’s operations—“ye shall know that 
is I in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” This, 
in other words, is to be the heavenly situation in the 
day of the Holy Spirit’s advent; ye shall know Me as 
being with the Father, yourselves as being, by faith, 
with Me there, and Myself, by the Spirit’s power, 
with you. Brother, that day has come. “Walk in 
the Spirit.” Romans 8 tells us how. 

Turn now to the fifth of First John, the Epistle 
of Assurance, that we may know the things that are 
freely given us of God. In verses 7 and 8 the apostle 
is speaking of the concert of witnesses to the new 
life in Christ; three in heaven: Father, Son (Word), 
and Holy Spirit, and three on earth: the potent testi- 
mony of the Spirit, the water and the blood, or, if 
we may hazard a suggestion, the church’s threefold 
witness of Jordan, Calvary, and Pentecost. But evi- 
dently the one common to both spheres and uniting 
the two is the Spirit. And, says John, “If we re- 
ceive the witness of men, the witness of God is 
greater”; and this greater witness is ours, by faith, 
“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the wit- 
ness in himself.” Thank God for the gracious wit- 
ness within! 

The comfort that comes to the Christian through 
this appropriating faith is something unspeakable, 
it must be experienced to be appreciated; but we 
may glance here, in this connection, at two kinds of 
confidence that are afforded us. In verse 14 it says, 
“this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if 
we ask anything according to his will, he hegareth 
us.” How blessed this assurance, to know that God 
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hears our prayer, and grants us the things that are 
best, according to his will, so that, in the end at 
least, though sometimes our express. desires are 
seemingly refused, “all things work together for good 
to them* that love God!” 

But verse 15 goes a step farther, as wetakeit, intimat- 
ing-a larger, closer confidence. “And if we know that 
he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of him.” Now 
what are the things that we know that he hears, and 
with reference to which, in our blindness, we need 
not say, “if it be Thy will”? Plainly they are the 
things revealed in His Word as His ever gracious 
desires for his people. 

Here is where mistake is often made. B. F. Jacobs 
said to the writer one time, “Did you ever pray 
straight? I have, oe you need to be careful what 
it is you ask for.” God may grant it in response to 
one’s petulancy instead of one’s importunity, it being 
given for discipline rather than for blessing, that the 
child may come back to trusting the Father’s wisdom 
better. Pray much. Pray earnestly. But do not 
insist on what is not revealed to us as God’s ex- 
pressed will. : 

Wealth,-for example. We would all like to be rich 
and to have success in each laudable undertaking, 
but we must record our prayer and then leave the 
issue to the imscrutable and unerring will and wisdom 
of God. Health also. Away with the notion that 
to be sick is to be under the displeasure of God! 
Spurgeon said he knew nothing so desirable for a 
man as good health, unless, he sagely added, “it 
might be, an occasional spell of sickness.” Some- 
times God puts one on his back, and says, “Lie there 
and face Me,”—and it is good for that man. “How 
hardly shall they that be rich enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” Yes, and how hardly they that are always 
well? God understands us. e knoweth our frame, 
he remembereth that we are dust — doubtful dust 
—and he deals with us accordingly, humbling us at 
times that he may presently lift us up. 

But there are one or two things upon which we 
may be certain of an affirmative answer to our 
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prayer. They have to do with God’s direct and ex- 


plicit promises. One is this, “Whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 
2:21). Dear friend, you need not say, “Lord, if it 
be Thy will, save me.” It is his will, his expressed 
will, to save all that humbly approach Him in the 
name of Jesus, confessing their sins. Believe and 
live. And another thing we may ask in joyful con- 
fidence of fulfilment; it is the gift of the Spirit. “If 
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
7 children: how much more shall your heavenly 

ather give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him” 
(Luke 11: 13). 

Ask Him, then, in full assurance of faith. Put 
your finger on the promise, and plead the integrity 
of His Word. Thy witnessing Spirit, Lord, for me, 
in fullest measure! Lift the prayer, and your 
way. The Lord has heard; others will hear ater, in 
the witness upon you. But even now he gives you 
to hear and know the witness within. 


Oseriin, Ox10. 
we 


How Did You Select Your New 
Hymn Book ? 


pg ty you had experiences in the selection of your 
new hymn book that would be likely to help other 
churches and Sunday-schools that are about to select 
a hymn book? Why did you want a new book? Was 
the old one simply worn out, or was it unsatisfac- 
tory, and why? Was it some musically gifted per- 
son, or a committee, who guided chiefly in your 
selection? What were your methods of selection, 
and what part did the prices of hymn books play 
in your choice? In answering, please avoid nam- 
ing the hymn book you chose, but simply describe it, 

ill you not write to The Sunday School Times 
telling how you chose your hymnals? From the 
answers received it is intended to print in the forth- 
coming Music Number, early this fall, a discussion 
that may be helpful to the entire Sunday School 
Times family. ; 








Paolo Hears “Whitewash Whispers” from Turks | 


And “Mr. Phineas who explains” clears up the mystery 





This is another letter from Paolo, the former Italian fruit vender of Westfield, N. J., 

who, after his conversion, went to Italy to sell automobiles and distribute Bibles. It 

is written to his friend, Dr. W.H. Morse, of Hartford, Conn., from the Holy Land, 
whither Paolo has recently drifted. . 


these Turks. I have heard several say them, and 

it was not at first that I could understand what 
they drove at. You see they said it to each other, 
kind of whispering. Their whispers sound disma 
as can be,—like a wind that rattles shutters in the 
night. And when they say it,in their language, as 
of cqurse they do, it is something that is like what 
you might call despair. As it goes into English it 
is not at all as bad. 

First it was about the whitewash. I asked the 
dragoman what did they say to each other, and he 
told me that it was just this: 

“The whitewash is fading!” 

You see they said it in a way that showed that 
they reckon our soldiers are to blame. They are 
always blaming them for some things. I wondered 
what the boys had to do with whitewash fading; 
and then I thought to myself that it could not be 
so awful, for if whitewash does fade or get dingy, 
all that has to be done is to mix some new kalso- 
mine and apply it again. I guess I know, for the 
time when I worked for Mr. Woodruff, the florist 
in Westfield, New Jersey, he used to have me whiten 
the greenhouse walls when they needed it. 

But then I heard something else said along after 
this. They said, “The whitewash is fading! More 
crosses will show!” 

Say, when: a Turk says that word “cross” it sounds 
like slang, as if it was obscene. Some spit when 
they say the word, but more likely they pinch one 
of their ears; I think it is the left ear. 

Before I could get any one to explain to me what 
they were talking about, I began to catch them 
talking about the “door.” It was always about the 
door getting open. You see, I sometimes used to 
hear in America about the “open door,” — some things 
about China, was it? But. what do Turks have to 
do about China? That is what I asked myself about 
it. And you see they said it in a glummy, distress- 
ing kind of way, like as if they had the sick head- 
ache. I might say it sounded like being desperate. 
No, that is not the right word: I mean it was like 
despair. That is more like it. I do not like to hear 
that sound of talk, for we do not have it in my lan- 
guage. 


[ sicse have heard two or three things said by 





So it had been going along quite some time, and 
I would hear whitewash whispers and open door 
moans. And no fun in it, I tell you. Others, like 
my own self, had the curiosity. And there was a 
Scotch fellow who was one who wanted to, know, 
the same as I did. It was Mr. Charles Phineas who 
explains. He knows all about such things, and he 
says the Mohammed people ought to mind their own 
church business. 

Unless you have heard, you will be interested in 
what he explained. It is about the big mosque at 
Constantinople, which I hope I may be to see some 
day. It was a church first, and then the Turks took 
it in that war when they got Constantinople. Solomon’s 
temple wasn’t much, if any, finer, and Mr. Phineas 
Says it was more than a thousand years old when 
our St. Peter’s in Rome was started. It was the 
grandest mosque. He reckons that it cost all 
of seventy million dollars. Gold was everywhere, 
and they really spoke of gold as too cheap. The floor 
and walls were laid with precious stones, and 
in the shape of crosses, and ther beautiful patterns. 

I do not remember which year it was, but the Sec- 
ond Mohammed was the Turk who took the city, 
and he rode his horse into the church and up the 
aisle, shouting that there is no God but God, and that 
Mohammed is his prophet. As he rode in, the peo- 
ple fled, the Greek bishop at their head, and disap- 
peared right through the wall. The Turkish sol- 
diers could not find any door where they got away. 
They had masons try to find it, but they could not. 
Then the Christians said that when the church shall 
be restored to the worship of Christ, that wall will 
open, and a bishop will enter, with a chalice in his 
hand, and mounting the steps will resume mass at 
the exact place where he left off at that time, so 
many centuries ago. The Turks have caught on 
to that same idea, and Mr, Phineas says that the 
way that we have used up Turkey in the Holy Land 
in the last two years has shown them that the next 
thing they know that dcor will open! 

You see that is what they mean by the whispers. 

Also now about the whitewash. That Second of 
the Mohammeds had the grand church whitewashed 
inside and out, so Mr. Phineas told us, till he says it 
looked like some big stable. They did everything 
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to destroy all appearance of a Christian church. 
.Those fine variegated stones in the floor and walls 
were all coated with the whitewash, and it must 
have been some job, I should say. They had faith in 
the whitewash, and said it would last forever and 
a day; and that so forever and a day their Allah 
would hold the church as . It could not 
fate, they said; and were it to do so, it would be a 
bad sign. But Mr. Phineas told us that as sure as 
you live, after those Balkan wars~some of those 
old crosses began to show through that whitewash. 
And what is more, last year it began to peel off in 
flakes, leaving several crosses showing up in a plain 
way. This makes the Turks think that it is a bad 
sign for their holding on to Constantinople. 

So that is what they whisper about when they say 
that about the whitewash. ; 

I didn’t put the two together about the open door 
and the whitewash; but now, after what Mr. Phineas 
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explained to us, I see it is like Joseph said to Pharaoh . 


about his , that it is all one. I am not beliey- 
ing in such superstitions, but I hope it will prove 


true, don’t your But I draw the line, as some say, 
about those Greek Catholics iting, possaneine again. 
I hope it will turn out to. a Protestant church, 
for the Greek Catholics are not a bit better than the 
Roman Catholics that I know. They have some ideas 
that are worse and worse, in my way of thinking. 
They are the oldest, I know; and the New Testament 
was written in their language; but after all, th 
are not at all better. I heard it said that the Gree 
Catholics say that the Pope of Rome is the first 
Protestant, and that it is he who is responsible for 
what is called German rationalism. at do you 
know about that! The idea of calling the Pope a 
heretic! It makes me smile, and I enjoy smiling this 
year. 
Pao.o, 
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Did Hezekiah Drink Soup from a Censer? 2 
Brownie-like Jamie applies the kindergarten lesson 
by the Picture Roll’s aid % 





3 





mind. The younger cne, whose home was a 
saloon, ‘was a week-day pupil of the Kinder- 
gartner and her most devoted follower. 

Jamie, the eight-year-old, insisted on pesticipeting 
actively in all the exercises; a queer Brownie-like 
child, always good-natured and gentle, a perfect mimic, 
an almost unintelligible talker, and clean, if he came 
directly from home, which happened perhaps semi- 
annually. 

It was beautiful to see the way in which Jamie was 
treated by his playmates and’ friends. It was the 
finest of chivalry developed among his juniors because 
they felt themselves in some way stronger than he. 
No Sunday-school teacher was needed to suggest this, 
and it was a lesson of patience and charity which 
the Kindergartner learned from her Infants. 

The gospel of work was often proclaimed in that 
dingy room, and it was clearly understood that the 
right kind of Infant would wipe the dishes when 


Az the Infants were two little lads of feeble 


told to, and see that they were well dried; that only ' 


a lazy and unworthy one would run off to play tag 
with the other fellows when his mother wanted him 
to .pick up coal with her beside the railroad track, 
and that girls who shirked baby-tending were not 
apt to become the best sort. of women. But what 
should the Kindergartner have done when Manvel 
waved a dingy hand and said, “When my pa tells 
me to fetch a pail of beer I allus goes”? What she 
did do was to answer, “It is good to be willing and 
helpful, but the best way is in bringing things which 
are needed, like coal, or kindling, or bread. People 
never really need beer, you know.” 

And there were temperance lessons to be taught in 
that, a brewery, district, where more than two-thirds 
of all the fathers lived by making or selling beer 
and quite three-thirds paid for drinking it. And, 
shameful to record, some of the mothers drank it also. 
The Kindergartner started a discussion once about 
the care of pets and the proper food for them. This 
aroused great interest, for Robbie’s rabbits, Willie’s 
cat, the five Wainwright hens, and Jennie’s guinea 
pigs were characters of note. The small owners were 

iven chances to tell how they fed them, and the 
E iedecpartnee asked if they fed them every day. 

“Of course!” was the surprised answer. 

“What is the use?” she said. “Don’t you have to 
buy milk for your cat, Willie? Why do you do that? 
Why don’t you save your money and keep her with- 
out feeding her?” 

“Why, she’d die!” “She wouldn’t be no good pretty 
soon!” “You couldn’t keep her!” “She’d get sick!” 

“Then you do not give her food just because she 
likes the taste of it?” 

“No’m. He gives it to her to make her grow.” 
The whole class were enlightening the Kinder- 
gartner now. “My, when he got her she was a little 
mite of a thing not ony bigger’n the rats in our alley, 
an’ now you just ought to see her!” 

“I have seen her, children. She is a fine big cat. 
How would it do to get grass for her‘from the va- 
cont lots, and clover as Robbie does for his rab- 

its?” 

“But she’s a cat, you know! Cats have to have milk 
and meat and things to make ’em grow.” 

“Oh, yes! Cats must have cats’ food or they will 
not be good, strong cats. And rabbits must have 
—— food or they will not be good, strong rab- 

its —” 

“"’En our hens has to have other things, wurums 
‘en the corn ’en stuff they gets in the street, "en swill, 
en —” 

“And my guinea pigs — 

“Yes, I know. I have.seen the hens and the guinea 
pigs, and they are very nice. But what kind of food 
should boys and girls have?” 





“Oh, they eat anything that’s good. Candy and 
soup and beans and potatoes.” 

“But see here, children! You know Willie says that 
if his cat hadn’t had the right sort of food when she 
was little, she wouldn’t have been any good. It’s 
just the same way with people. If they eat and 
drink the wrong sort of things, they are not any 
good either.” 

This new and startling idea was received in re- 

flective silence. The Kindergartner always believed 
in allowing pauses for fructifying thought. Birdie 
was the first speaker. “Is mush good for folks?” 
“Very good.” 
_ “With molasses? Sometimes we have molasses onto 
it.” 
“Yes, that would be all right, only I wouldn’t put 
on too much molasses.” 

Then came a flood of questions, as the Kindergart- 
ner was asked to endorse their favorite dishes. There 
was evident relief when she approved of soup, which 
was extremely popular. The point of the whole dis- 
cussion came when drinks were mentioned. Milk 
or water she thought was best. “What did they think 
about beer? Did it make people strong all over, in 
their heads as well as in their arms? Did peo- 
ple who drank a good deal of beer walk as though 
they felt strong? 

“Naw! They was a man in our alley onct that 
fell down an’ couldn’t get up. An’ us fellers laughed 
at him.” 

“I seen a feller put in de patrol ‘and dey -had to 
boost him in. Great big feller, too!” 

“My pa drinks beer.” 

“Let us talk about children now,” said the Kinder- 
gartner. “Beer does not make men strong, and it is 
very, very bad for boys and girls. It will keep them 
from ever being any good when they grow up, and 
if you boys want to be fine, strong men like Tim 
Flaherty (the model, policeman of that precinct) you 
will never drink beer or wine or whiskey or those 
things which they sell in saloons. Drink water or 
milk, and eat the things which we found were best 
for you, and some day you may be men and women 
I can be provd of, strong, pure men and women 
such as God needs to help him in the world.” 

And so ended one temperance lesson, which was, 
on the whole, fairly typical of the rest. 

It was fully a month after this temperance 
lesson that the Infants were to learn about Hezekiah’s 
prayer. The large colored scroll picture was dis- 
played at the psychological moment, and all were 
permitted to gaze upon that great and good king 
as he knelt in his gorgeous robes with his smoking 
censer. beside him. Jamie, poor, feeble-minded 
Jamie, became wildly excited and jabbered emphati- 
cally, trying to tell the Kindergartner something 
which she could not understand. She could make 
out “he good man” as Jamie pointed to Hezekiah’s 
picture, but when he walked over and laid his pud 
fingers on the picture of the censer, and said “Hoop!” 
she gave it up in despair. 

“What does he say, children?” she asked. 

“He says that there is soup!” came the chorused 
answer. “The king is a good man an’ he éats soup. 
Betcher it’s hot!” 

Jamie went back to his seat, happy in being under- 
stood, and the Kindergartner was dazed by this un- 
expected echc of her lesson -on temperance in eating 
and drinking. Yet, even as no one could have fore- 
seen the lodging and abiding of an idea in that 
struggling little mind, so perhaps it was a good omen 
for the implanting of settled principles in the minds 
of more fortunate Infants. Grotesque as the inci- 
dent was, she found encouragement in it. 

Her experiences were not all happy ones. -Some 
were very trying, but it is.a great thing not to know 





There was a certain 
several quite distinguished visitors seated in the 
back ee pers of the room, and the 
pi the Christmas song too high. Accustomed as 
she was to leading without an accompanist, it was 
her first blunder of the sort. Two lines went very 
well, then the voices failed. Starting it again, she 
repeated her mistake. Confessing it with a laugh, 
she made a third and successful attempt. 

sical Of wena Wileue, it che bd teen cola 
typi of many thi e inki 
solely of the Infants, as she should have been, that 
song would have been started correctly and without 
self-consciousness. That was what distressed her 
most,—not the failure but the significance of ‘it. 
There was another application of it too. “If I pitch 
my song too high for untrained voices, they cannot 
follow and we have silence instead of melody. I 
must guard my teaching also, lest by demanding too 
high a standard of thought and action, I try to lead 
them where they are not able to follow, and can 
—. stop, discouraged.” 

ere came a day when the Kindergartner had to 
leave the city and her work. In spite of all her 
blunders it had been a success, if increased attendance 
and punctuality, better deportment, and earnest ef- 
forts to be good on the part of the Infants made 
success. Who could ever have guessed how much 
she would miss her Infants? Who could ask a more 
affectionate farewell than they gave her? No silver 
loving cup ever meant more than the gifts they 
pressed into her hands that last tearful, smiling Sun- 
day. More marbles, a photograph of the three little 
Hummelses, a painfully sewed card, a colored soap 
advertisement, two jackstones, a box of percussion 
caps for a toy pistol, and Jamie’s choicest piece of 
twine. 

Is it any wonder that she cried over the pitiful 
little collection? Or do you marvel_that in a cer- 
tain boarding-house bedroom that night, a young 
woman bent her head in prayer over a piece of twine 
and a box of caps? Is it strange that after all these 
years she keeps among her choicest treasures a tiny 
sewed card with the print of a smudgy thumb upon 
it?—Clara Dillingham Pierson, Stanton, Mich. 


Primary Teachers’ Books 


Lo Primary superintendent made them for each 
of her six Primary teachers.. No, she could not 
make two alike for each grade, as she must adapt 
the lessons to classes of boys and of girls. It was 
her way of solving the problem of untrained teachers. 

First, she bought at a reduced price because she 
took the half dozen, stiff-covered books, not unlike 
the old composition books, ‘but a trifle larger paged, 
with more leaves. Then, beginning with the first 
lésson of the year she went through to the last, les- 
son by lesson, for each of her six teachers. 

She gave the aim for the series of lessons, the truth 
that lesson was to teach, the memory verse, the Bible 
verses, and parallel passages—and good explanations 
of these, that the teacher might be able to find 
readily — next the location of the story, its characters, 
and then the story told as the superintendent, a 
trained Primary teacher, would tell it to her class of 
first-year boys or third-year girls, or either of the 
other four classes. She allowed four large pages 
for each lesson. 

A Herculean task, you say? Perhaps, but this 
superintendent is the mother of three children. I have 
visited in her home, and it is well managed and her 
children are well trained. She is, besides being the 
Primary superintendent, also the leader of the Junior 
Endeavor Society, conducting their meeting as a 
Junior Church. And she is a success as a mother 
and homekeeper, as a Primary superintendent, and 
as a leader of the Junior work. 

About the task of making these books she said, 
“Of course it took work. Anything really worth 
while does take work, but the children simply must 
have good teaching. We cannot get trained teachers. 
Oh, they take the regular teacher-training course, but 
that doesn’t tell them how to tell these Bible stories 
in such a way that they will live in the hearts of the 
children. I just had to do something. I worked out 
these lessons as guides. Any teacher can change 
them to suit her pleasure. ou see, I give three 
approaches for each lesson; she may use one or find 
another. Here is a blank page, after each lesson, 
where the teachers may put down anything they think 
of value about the lesson. Now, when I have to 
have a substitute, I just give her the book open at 
the lesson and she looks it over, and can give the 
children a lesson in harmony with the teaching they 
have had. My teachers always send the book in if 
they cannot come. In fact, since I started these 
books I have no trouble in getting teachers. Girls, 
elder girls, like to teach and they train themselves 
for Primary work by following and adding to these 
outlines.” 

Yes, it paid—all the time and thought and love 
and prayer that were put into those teachers’ books. 
—Willametta Preston, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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Lesson for July 13 " 
Matt. 28 ; 18-20; Mark 1 ; 2-13; Acts 8 : 26-40 
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LESSON 2. 


JULY 13. BAPTISM 
Matthew 28 : 18-20; Mark 1: 1-11; Acts 8 : 26-40 
Golden Text.—For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.—Galatians 3 : 27 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class : 
"Teens is said to have been found among the 


effects of James Russell Lowell a little tomb- 
stone with this inscription: 


-“ Here lies that part of J. R. L. 
That hampered him from doing well.” 


And one commenting on this has said, “If I could 
et rid of that part of myself that hampers me from 
oing my best, I could get very near to Jesus.” 

Tell the class of that epitaph, and the comment on 
it, and ask them if they can see any connection be- 
tween that and a lesson on “Baptism,” such as we 
aré studying this week. 


Our Background Material 


Old Testament Israel had two “baptisms”; the 
first when passing through the Red Sea; the second 
when passing through Jordan; both of these on the 


tional Material for Teachers: Matt. 3 : 13-17; Luke 3: ayes ; 
Acts 2 : 37-41; 19: 1-7; 1 Cor. 1; 14917; 10: 1-4; Gal. 3: 
_ 26-28 ; Col. 2:12; 1 Peter 3 : 18-21. 


Primary Topic: Jeawe Baptized by John. 


Memory Verse : Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well 
‘ leased. Mark 1 : 11. 


unior : The Pontions Jesus. 
Lesosn Material : Mark Y! 1-TI. 
Memory Verse : Matt. 3:2 


ee — for untors : Acts 8 : 26-40. » 


Additional Material : Same as for Teachers. 


J 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 8 : 34-40 


18 And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, say- 
ing, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and 
‘wn earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 20 teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and 
lo, I am with you talways, even unto *the end of the world. 

Acts 8: 34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I 
pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, 


way from Egypt to the land of Canaan. For whate#!° of some other? 35 And Philip’ opened his mouth, and 


do those baptisms stand, typically? 
The first, the passageethrough the Red Sea, as 
described in 1 Corinthians 10:1, 2, is shown by Dr. 


Griffith Thomas (Section II, paragraph numbered 6) 
as 


to have been a type of baptism, srael “thus be- 


came severed from Fevet and looked forward to obe- 


dience under Moses’ leadership.” Now Moses stood 
for the law, not for grace; therefore the Red Sea 
baptism seems to have been a type of John’s bap- 
tism, merely of repentance and readiness to obey 
God’s will. But Israel’s “baptism” in the passage 
through Jordan was very different. Moses (the law) 
was not now leading them, but Joshua, type of Je- 
hovah-Saviour. The ark of the covenant, called “the 
most inclusive type of Christ,” went into Jordan 
ahead of Israel. Jordan stood for death to Christ; 
and Israel passing through Jordan with the ark 
(Christ) was “crucified with him.” Then comes the 
resurrection, as the ark and Israel come up Out of 
pro and enter into the Promised Land of Victo 
eyond the desert. This is a type of baptism wit 
the Holy. Spirit, through the sheer grace of God, re- 
ceived not by obedience, or the works of- the aw, 
but by faith in the grace of God through the finished 
work of Christ. , 

(The above will be found more fully discussed in 
an article by Dr. C. I. Scofield in The Sunday School 
Times of February 15, 1919, on “Kadesh and Jordan 
and the Victorious Life.”) 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face a at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help jn 
* ‘quickly locating the references. 

Let us look at four great Scripture passages on 
baptism, the first three being the lesson material in- 
dicated for this week, the fourth being perhaps the 
fullest statement in the New Testament'on the spir- 
itual meaning of baptism to the believer. 


1. Notice that in the Great Commission passage, 
at the end of Matthew, it was on a mountain that 
Jesus met, his disciples and gave them the Commis- 
sion. Bible teachers have called attention to the fact 
that the mountain, in the New Testament, is a type 
of the coming Kingdom of Christ, and is associated 
with kingdom teaching. Our Lord’s first word to his 
disciples, in this mountain interview, is a~ claiming 
of, regal authority (y. 18): Then follows the so- 
called Great Commission. And while, of course, 
the spirit of the Great Commission and its general 
purpose are to characterize and dominate the true 
church of Christ throughout this age, Mr. Pettingill 
has pointed out (“Simple Studies in Matthew,” by 
William. L. Pettingill, Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, paper, 
35 cents; cloth; 60 cents) the interesting fact that 
we find no baptisms recorded throughout the entire 
New Testament, from the day of Pentecost on, that 
were made as our Lord here directed, “into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit” (v. 19).. The apostolic method in the New 
Testament was, according to the inspired record, hap- 
tism “into the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 2: 8 . 
8:16; 10:48; 19:5). “In seeking an explanation, 
it is well to remember that the Trinitarian formula 
is found only in Matthew, the Kingdom Gospel. The 
full aecomplishment of ‘the Great Commission,’ there- 
fore, may be looked for in the future, in connection 
with the manifestation of the Kingdom, rather than 
during the present dispensation in connection with 
the church of God. The purpose of God in this 


‘present time, by means of the ministry of the church, 


\ 


beginning from this scripture, *preached unto him Jesus. 


36 And as they went on the way, they came unto a cer-’ 


tain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; 
what doth hinder me to f° baptized? 38 And he com- 
manded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down 
into the water, both Philip and the “eunuch; and he bap- 
tized him. g9 And when they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; and the eu- 
nuch saw him no more, for he went on his way rejoicing. 
40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through 
he *preached the gospel to all the cities, till he came to 
Cesarea. 


1Gr. all the days. *Or, the consummation of the age 
8Gr. bring good tidings of. See ch. 13.32, 14.15 *Some 
‘ancient authorities insert, wholly or in part, ver. 37 
And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy heart, 
thou mayest. And he answered ani said, I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








is not to ‘disciple the nations,’ but rather to ‘take 
out of them a people for his name.’ It is after his 
return that the ‘residue of men shall seek after the 
Lord, and _ all the nations,’ upon whom his—name is 
called (Acts 85: 14-17).” 

The four “alls” mentioned by our Lord in the 
Great Commission are significant, as Dr. Griffith 
Thomas notes; let the class discuss them. 

2. John the Baptist’s work of baptism was one “of 
repentance unto the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4). 
When men sincerely accepted this baptism théy were 
turning away from their sin unto God, the Gospel 
of grace not yet being revealed. Yet John’s message 
of baptisth looked forward to the coming of Christ, 
who should “baptize you in the Holy Spirit” (v. 8). 

Just what John the Baptist’s baptism meant, with 
regard to men and with regard to Christ, is shown by 
Dr, Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 


3.. The day the Ethiopian was baptized was a won- 
derful day for him, as it has been for many another. 
Help the class to realize how he had been reading 
on, in wonder, in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, without 
being able to understand what it all meant. Then 
show how Philip, starting from that very Scripture, 
“preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35). Philip made 
very plain the slain Lamb, and the meaning of the 
death of Christ. Then. “he must have suddenly 
changed from the blood to another subject, and that 
was the water”; and-the Ethiopian, now believing on 
Jesus, longed to be baptized. And so one of the 
most picturesque and blessed baptisms recorded in the 
New Testament came to pass. 

__ Why should the Ethiopian have been so happy about 
it, going on his Wy rejoicing (v. 39)? 


The Truth That Is Golden 


4. What had happened to the Ethiopian is described, 
under inspiration, in the great New Testament passage 
on the significance of baptism to the believer, Romans 
6. Every believer, like this Ethiopian, when baptized 
by the Holy Spirit goes down into death through the 
death of Christ, and is brought up out of death by the 
resurreetion of Christ. The supernatural result of this 
is that the believer’s old, sinful nature, crucified, dead 
and buried with Christ, is dead unto sin; and the be- 
liever, having been given the new nature, Christ him- 
self as life, is raised from the dead in the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, to “walk in newness of life.” So bap- 
tism, when we know its whole Scriptural meaning, is 
the secret of the Victorious Life. 

Now do we see the connection between James Rus- 


ee 


sell Lowell’s epitaph, and baptism? We can get 
rid of “that part” of us “that hampers us from do- 
ing well” long before we die: or rather, get rid of 
its power to hamper us, if we go down into death 
through faith in Christ. 

Show, the class the striking cartoon, vividly por- 
traying the meaning of Romans 6, and “where God 
sees every believer” (Gal. 2: 20). 

Teaching Points . 

A special study of baptism in the book of Acts, 
with interesting references for class discussion, is 
given in Mrs. Askew’s article. 

“Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damas- 
cus, better than all the waters of Israel?” cried Naa- 
man. No, indeed; for the ark, symbol of Christ, 
who cleanses from leprous sin and who conquers 
death, had passed through Jordan. 

The distinction. between John’s baptism and our 
Lord’s is shown by Mrs. Askew (1), and by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (Section II, paragraph numbered 
4). 

Baptism is something that is done to us, not a 
thing that we do. So Christian baptism stands for 
grace, not law; our faith in God’s work for us, not 
our works for him (Dr. Griffith Thomas, Section 
III, Senior and Adult Topic). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What is the difference between “the end of the 
world” and “the consummation of the age” (Matt. 
28: 20) ? 

How can we “observe all things” that Christ has 
commanded ? 

Why did Jesus allow himself to be baptized? (Illus- 
tration Round-Table, 1). 

How could Isaiah so accurately describe the suf- 
ferings and death of Christ- so many centuries be- 
fore Christ lived on earth, in the passage the Ethio- 
pian read? 

What is the purpose of baptism? (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, III, 2.) 

What are some of the blessings and results of spir- 
itual baptism, or baptism in the Holy Spirit? (Dr. 
sr Thomas, Section IV, The Heart of the Les- 
son. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M.,” Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or AssSOcIATION oF IpEAs.—Ideas 
which are learned together always tend to re- 
cur together. ’ 











Wik the teaching of the doctrine of baptism as 
set forth in the Great Commission it is pos- 
sible to associate certain other doctrines of the Word 
so that they will always be suggested whenever the 
rite is administered. 

The authority of the Lord Jesus Christ is defi- 
nitely associated with baptism, and it is interesting 
to note that after Philip had preached Jesus the 
eunuch was eager to be baptized. It never seems 
to have occurred to him to look for any excuse for 
evading the clear command of the Lord he wanted 
to serve. . 

Again this lesson should be so taught that every 
baptism we witness will bring to our minds the mis- 
sionary duty of the church to “go and make dis- 
ciples of all the nations.” We never can fulfill this 
command by quietly waiting in our churches for 
our children to be baptized or for somebody to stray 
in to ask for baptism. 

The deity of our Lord and of the Holy Spirit — 
the doctrine of the Trinity—this is inseparably 
bound up with Christian baptism and is really taught 
to those who witness every-time the rite is admin- 
istered. 

The abiding spiritual presence of the ever-living 
Lord with any group of disciples who are obedient 
to this command to go and baptize is an encourage- 
ment that ought to be so clearly associated with it 
that every baptismal service should come to us as 
new evidence of His faithfulness to his promise. 

A very vital association should be made between 
water baptism and the baptism in the Holy Spi-it 
pep a it is a symbol, and without which it is but 
a form. 


Hountinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








HE first and perhaps the main thing to get 

quite clear is the meaning of baptism. What 

was the primary and fundamental purpose of 
it? When this is understood, all else becomes simpler 
and easier to follow. Amid the controversies be- 
tween Christians, there is general agreement that 
baptism is the ordinance of initiation or introduction 
into the Christian community, the Church, and while 
there are differences of opinion as to the subjects 
and mode of baptism, the effort should be made to 
get behind these problems and to find out what God 
intended by it. For .an endeavor to accomplish this, 
reference can be made to the Senior and Adult Topic 
below, which should be studied with the first of the 
three passages where Christ’s institution of baptism 
is found, 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Institution (Matt. 28: 18-20). In these verses 
Christ gives his great world-wide commission to his 
disciples, and baptism was a part of this. There are 
four points to study and keep together: (1) The 
Divine warrant, “All authority hath been given unto 
me.” This is the basis of evangelization, the as- 
surance that Christ possesses all authority and power. 

(2) The Divine command, “Go ye therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations.” They were to pro- 
ceed everywhere and’ by means of the Gospel to 
lead people to become “disciples” or learners. 

(3) The Divine requirement, “Baptizing them and 
teaching them.” The disciples were to be formed 
into a community by means of the ordinance of bap- 
tism, and then instructed in all things given by Christ 
for the guidance of his followers. 

(4) The Divine assurance, “Lo, I am with you all 
the days.” The presence of Christ wherever they 
went would cheer, inspire, and strengthen them. 
Notice the four references to “all,” including “all 
authority,” “all nations,” “all things,” and “all the 
days” (Greek). Thus baptism is seen to be the rite of 
initiation wherever the Gospel is preached and re- 
ceived. 

The Illustration (Mark 1:1-11). John’s baptism 
was another form of baptism, but it has features in 
common with the specific Christian ordinance. In 
the case of the crowds it was an acknowledgment 
of their surrender to the truth John had preached 
and an admission of their need of repentance. In 
the case of Christ it meant consecration to the task 
he had to perform, for it could ngt mean repentance 
with him. But it certainly suggested surrender to 
God as he began his work. And thus baptism meant 
here also initiation, the beginning of a new life and 
career. (1) 

An Instance (Acts 8: 26-40). This story of the 
Ethiopian is an’ example of the way in which the 
great commission (Matt. 28: 18-20) was carried out. 
Care must be taken to avoid undue attention to de- 
tails, because the passage is only intended to show 
what baptism was and meant in the case of this man. 
(1) The Enquirer (vs. 26-28). He was a Gentile who 
had become a follower of the Jewish religion, a 
man of authority and responsibility, very sincere and 
earnest, and desirous of knowing all he could. 

(2) The Learner (vs. 29-35). When the oppor- 
tunity came in God’s providence to meet Philip, the 
Ethiopian showed his willingness to learn by con- 
fessing his ignorance and inviting the stranger to 
teach -him.' Then came _ the instruction from 
Scripture about Christ as “the Lamb of God.” This 
was a model sermon, blending the Word of God and 
the Christ of God, the record and the person. 

(3) The Follower (vs. 36-40). The Ethiopian soon 
showed his desire for this new religion and then 
proved his determination to accept it at once by 
stopping the chariot and allowing Philip to baptize 
him., Thus once again baptism is seen to be the or- 
dinance of initiation into the community of God’s 
people, and after this whole-hearted acceptance of 
Christ and surrender to him thus expressed, he “went 
on his way rejoicing.” 

Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 3:15-22; Acts 2:37-41; 
19:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:14-17; 10:1-4; Galatians 3: 
26-28; Colossians 2:12; 1 Peter 3:18-21.- 

These passages are intended to illustrate various 
aspects of baptism, and the study must be carefully 
limited to this one purpose. 

1. Matthew 3: 13-17. Christ’s consecration to his 
Messianic work. 

2. Luke 3: 15-22. The Divine recognition of Christ’s 
consecration in the gift of the Holy Spirit. Even 


‘ John’s baptism shows this contrast between “water” 


and the “Holy Ghost.” 


3. Acts 2:37-41. The initiation of the first be- 
lievers and their entrance into the community by 
baptism. 

4. Acts 19:1-7. The two baptisms, John’s and 
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Christ’s, contrasted. One was with a view to re- 
pentance. The other was with a view to faith in 
Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit. These men 
had not heard that Pentecost had taken place. 

5. 1 Corinthians 1: 14-17. The possibility of rites 
bringing danger and causing forgetfulness of higher 
things. Paul is not slighting baptism, but only guard- 
ing against the Saosiile accusation that he should 
have been thought to have initiated the people to 
himself and not to Christ. 

6. 1 Corinthians 10: 1-4. The consecration of the 
people of Israel to Moses at the Red Sea, as they 
thus became severed from Egypt and looked for- 
ward to obediencz under Moses’ leadership. 

7. Galatians 3:26-28. The spiritual union with 
Christ intended and symbolized by baptism. Those 
who have really surrendered to Christ have been 
clothed with him (“put om”) in spiritual life and 
power. 

8. Colossians 2:12. The spiritual meaning of bap- 
tism. Circumcision of the flesh meant separation 
from evil and dedication to God, and this is the es- 
sential idea of Christianity. “I believe . . . I be- 
long.” 

9. 1 Peter 3: 18-21. Baptism is intended to express 
the “decision” (as the Greek word means) of the 
conscience towards God. Application of water to the 
body is hothing apart from this. = 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate Topic: The Badge of Christian Dis- 
cipleship. This is a day of wearing badges. On every 
side are seen pins, buttons, and brooches about “Vic- 
tory Loans,” and other causes. Flags of the Allies 
are visible, service stars (and maple leaves in Can- 


‘ ade}, khaki uniforms, Red Cross badges, stripes in- 


dicating rank, and many other similar marks. So 
it is with baptism; it is intended as a badge of our 
relationship to Christ, a proof that we are “disciples” 
or learners in his school. In the missign field this 
is especially understood, for in India and several 
other lands from the moment a man or woman is 
baptized there comes separation from loved ones, 
and often persecution and (if possible) death. But just 
as the soldier or Red Cross worker is not ashamed of 
the uniform worn, so the Christian must not be 
afraid to “confess the faith of Christ crucified,” and 
to let it be known everywhere, like Paul, “whose he 
is and whom he serves” (Acts 27:23). 

Senior and Adult Topic: Significance and Impor- 
tance of Christian Baptism. We shall see this if we 
remember that the verb “baptize” is always in the 
qernve or quasi-passive voice, never in the active. 

eople never baptize themselves, but allow them- 
selves to be baptized. So that the fundamental 
thought of baptism is something that is done to us, 
not something that we do. Thus baptism is first a 
symbol of God’s act to us, not of ours to God, and 
ax enna who baptizes may be said to represent 

od. ~ 

The exact meaning of baptism is not given in the 
New Testament, probably because the rite was al- 
ready familiar. The Jews used water in this way 
(Heb. 9: 10, Greek) and John also baptized. There 
was, however, some idea common to all three bap- 
tisms,' that of “washing” or purification (Mark 7: 
4; Luke 11:38, 39) and there is one Greek preposi- 
tion always used, though variously rendered by 
“unto”> (Matt. 3:11), “in” (Matt. 28:49), “for” 
(Acts 2: 38), oat “into” (Rom. 6:3). But it always 
means “with a view to.” And thus we get the idea 
that baptism is a symbolical washing “with a view 
to” the Jewish church, or pip yo aad (John) or the 
Christian Church. See also Exodus 29:1, 4; Num- 
bers 8:14; 1 Corinthians 10: 2. 

From this we see that the rot idea is designation 
or purpose (“with a view to”), just as Paul asked 
at Ephesus, “with a view to what were ye baptized?” 
(Acts 193 3, Greek.) And so Christian baptism is 
“with a view to” union with God (Matt. 28:19) and 
‘with a view to” forgiveness (Acts 2:38, 39). Bap- 
tism, then, means primarily the act by which God des- 
ignates us for union with himself and for all the 
blessings included in the Gospel. It is a witness to 
and a pledge of God’s mercy and grace in Christ. 
And when we respond to this Divine attitude by re- 
pentance and by faith the blessings become ours. (2) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

Baptism is associated with “wager” and with the 
Holy Spirit, the former being intended as a symbol 
of the latter, The chief thing, therefore, is to have 
and enjoy the spititual blessings which come from 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, as taught by Paul in 1 
Corinthians 12:13. What are these? 

1. Life. The Holy Spirit bestows spiritual life on 
all those who are dead in trespasses and sins (John 
3:6; Rom. 5a); * 

2. Light. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual insight 
and perception to those who would not otherwise 
be able to understand God’s truth (Rom. 8:6; 1 
Cor. 3: 10-14). 

3. Love. The Holy Spirit is the source of power 
for testimony, holiness, unselfishness and service 
which should mark the true disciple of Christ (Acts 
2:43 4:38; 10:46). 
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And thus while we study carefully and adhere 
closely to the New Testament teaching on baptism 
with water, let us never forget the supreme necessity 
of being “baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 3: 
11; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 2:33; 10: 
44; 1 Cor. 12:13). 


V. Leading Questions 

What is the meaning of the word “baptize”? 

Pd was baptism included in the great commis- 
sion 

Why was our Lord baptized when he had no‘sin 
to repent of? 

Why was the Ethiopian wishful and willing to 
be baptized at once? Is this ever done to-day? 


Why did Paul speak as he did (1 Cor. 1) about- 


baptism 
Wyctuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 


ye . 
The Prophecy in This Lesson 


By Howard A. Banks 


OPHETIC Scriptures not only take: God’s peo- 
ple into his confidence with his wonderful secrets 
of the future, but they have a saving value. The fact 
is an added evidence that “all Scripture is. given 
by inspiration . . . and is profitable.” The Ethiopian 
Treasurer was convicted by a prophetic text, Isaiah 53: 
, 8. I heard Dr. Torrey tell a thrilling story of 
ow a sinful woman who came to his meeting to scoft 
was saved by the same Scripture passage. All through 
the ages Isaiah 53 has peopled heaven with saints. 
True, prophecy is often difficult. to understand, and 
how God in our day is rafsing up modern Philips to 
interpret it! , 
The marvelous prophecy of the continuous Pres- 
ence (Matt. 28:20) has been the inspiration of the 
missionaries of the Cross from the first to the pres- 
ent century. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


If Only You Believe.—Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them (v. 19, A. V.). Teaching, 
Repentance, Baptism. That is the order. . Which 
is the greatest? Did I ever tell about my-Neuhauser 
boy? Some years ago two sisters and a brother 
came to Coatesville to work in a cigar factory. The 
boy got into bad company and went the pace that 
kills. He wound up his life in his sisters’ home with 
galloping consumption. It was suggested that I go 
see him. This I did almost daily and taught him 


of his Great Friend who loved him and forgave him. . 


a about the time he was ready to accept Jesus as 
is Saviour the family minister from his old home 
arrived and told him he could not possibly be saved 
unless he was baptized. And with these folks bap- 
tism meant a three-times immersion. As the boy. was 
nearly dead this was out of the question. He was in 
great distress. I came home and took my Bible 
and read up on baptism for the first time in my 
life. There was one man in Coatesville at that time 
in whose religion every one believed because he 
worked at it. That man was Dr. Charles Huston, the 
Christian steel maker, father of Mr. Charles L. Hus- 
ton, so well known in all religious circles. “George, 
do you think Dr. Huston is a saved man?” I asked. 
“Course I do,” he whispered. “Well, he is a Quaker, 
ou know. Quakers don’t even sprinkle. The only 
aptism they believe in is the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.”. “Well, that’s good enough for me,” whis- 
pered George with a smile. A few days later Mr. 
Benjamin Needham and I conducted the funeral 
services. And the matter of the manner of baptism 
has never given any one in Coatesville trouble since! 
(John 3: 14-16; 1 Cor. 1:14.) (No, Mr. Ridgway is 
not arguing against baptism. He believes in baptism. 
People ought to be baptized— when they can be. 
But the Bible does not make baptism a condition 
of salvation—The Editor.) . 


His Own.—Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I commanded you (v. 20). There is only 
one essential thing: That is to do what Jesus com- 
mands. His command is this: “Believe and be saved.” 
It says it in ‘many ways. But never once does he 
say, “Be baptized and be saved.” Never forget that 
the very first Christian to enter heaven was a “bad 
one” who was saved by the skin of his teeth with- 
out baptism, laying on of hands, anointing with oil, 
or any other formula. He just “looked” and used 
the magic three, “Lord, remember me,” and the gates 
of Paradise swung open (Luke 23: 39-43). And these 
gates will swing open for any other “bad one” who 
will look and cry. Yet one of the most beautiful 
rites in all the world-is baptism. 


What Heaven Wants.—Philip . . . preached unto 
him Jesus (Acts 8:35). Did not preach unto him 
a whole lot of things that could come along later, suck 
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aie. @ : 18-20; Mark 1 : 1-11; Acts 8 : 26-40 


as Bible class, missionary movements, 
shorter ca’ i religious reading, etc. 
I was born and brought up and sent to 


_ college in a religious “society” that does 


not believe in baptism, the Lord’s Supper, 
music, churches, Easter, Christmas, Sun- 
day-schools, “hireling” ministry. Myself 
and hundreds of other young folks lacs 
left our forefathers’ “Society” for other 
es in which there was “something 
doing.” It isa long call from my Quaker 
granddaddy in Jersey to my hard- 
shell Baptist friend in Georgia, but I 
want to tell you the finest folks on earth 
are found all the way -along. If the 
Quakers did not believe in those things 
up there neither did they believe in ex- 
travagance, fox hunting, ribaldry, 
slavery, rum selling, war and a lot more 
things that are the better for the cut- 
out. Without obedience, baptism is only 
a mockery form, however done. You 
never see a man “rabid” on baptism who 
is also “rabid” on the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal, 5:22, 23). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table’ 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of ¢he date of the lesson, If coming later 
they may not be’ considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a thres-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one’ each week. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 


Short ill r 
are pak mp iw ny hey Sar be eotonoed 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

When Feeling Lonely.—And lo, I am 
with you always (Matt. 28:20). A sol- 
dier, wounded some kilometers north of 
Chateau Thierry, in Jtily; 1918, was 
asked in a field hospital what vivid im- 
pression the battle had left with him, 
and answered: “Well, I was mighty 
lonely.” His compariy had advanced in 


matt ‘by himself. 
through a a thick wood, ‘where the 
trees separated the men. 


further isolating each man from his 
neighbors. This man had fallen with 
three machine gun bullets in his right 
leg and one in his left arm, and every 
comrade he knew had gone forward, 
leaving him to wait anxiously, wonder- 
ing if the bearers would ever come out 
and pick him up. In telling his experi- 
ence, he added, somewhat embarrassed 
at saying what meant so much to him: 
“I tell you it was good to feel that you 
had a Friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother.”"—From Association Men. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, 
N. Y. 

Why They Wouldn’t Surrender.—Lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world (v. 20). Once during 


. the wars between the Spanish and the 


French, the Spaniards, who were invest- 


ing their foes, sent an insulting note 
to the French commander, eneral 
Coligny: “Surrender! ‘We are more 


numerous, than you.” And General 
Coligny wrote his reply on a piece of 
paper and fastened it to an arrow and 
shot it into the Spanish camp. It read: 
“Surrender? Never! We have a king 
with us.” When we are tempted to sur- 
render because of Satan’s overwhelming 
attacks, we can fling back the same proud 
and defiant answér, “We have a King 
with us.”—From the Sunday at Home, 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


The Leper’s Rules.—Jesus . . . was 
baptized of John (Mark 1:9). Father 
Damien, while living among the lepers, 
obeyed the rules which he himself had 
framed for them, not because it was 
necessary in his case, but it was in theirs, 
He had taken the burden of their dis- 
ease upon himself. The sinless Jesus 
did not need baptism, but he had come 
to bear the iniquity of sinful men, there- 
fore he submitted to the rite—From the 
London Sunday-School Times. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (1) 





open formation, and that. placed each | the child went’ away believing.—From 


They’ had to pass| 


They had | 
worn their gas masks most of the time— 
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The Word im the Word.—And Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning res 
this scripture, proaches unto him Jesus 
(Acts 8: 35). e time ago one of my 
friends went out with»a little boy who 
was leading him across the common 
from the railway station to the house. 
My friend said to him, “Go to Sunday- 
school?” “Yes.” “What did your teacher 
talk about last Sunday afternoon?” “Oh, 
he was talking about Jacob.” “And-what 
did he take the Sunday before that?” 
“Oh, he was talking about prayer.” 
“Well, did your teacher talk about 
esus ?” “Oh, no,” said the little fellow, 
‘that’s at the other end of the book.” 
Now I hold that Jesus is not at the other 
end of the Book, but he is all through 
the Book, and every chapter and every 
verse and every incident may somehow 
be made a road to Jesus.—From A Cast- 
away, by F. B. Meyer... Sent by W. G. 
Irving, Westmount, P. Q., Can. - 


The Old Testament Gospel.—Pihilip 
. . . beginning from this scripture, 
reached unto him Jesus (v. 35). Henry 

oorhouse, the celebrated English evan- 
gelist, who died while quite young, was 
once a guest in the home of some friends 
of his. One evening, while he was pre- 
paring his sermon, a child of the house- 
old came into the room where he was 
sitting, and said, “Mr. Moorhouse, I 
want to be a Christian.” “Well,” he 
said, “you may be, for it is very easy.” 
He asked her to turn to the fifty-third 
chapter of Isaiah, and to read the fourth 
and fifth verses, making them personal 
where the pronouns “we” and “our” oc- 
cur. She did so, and read them this 
way, “Surely he hath borne my griefs, 
and carried my sorrows yet J did es- 
teem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But he was wounded for my 
transgressions, he was bruised for my | 
iniquities; the chastisement of my peace | 
was upon him, and with his stripes,”— 
and as she came to this part she sud- 
denly stopped, her eyes filled with tears, 
and. Moorhouse said, “Read on.” Then | 
she read, “J am healed.” “It is just as | 
easy as that,” said the evangelist, and 


the Christian Herald.. Sent by J. A. 





Clark, Leicester; Eng. | 


Why He Didn’t Sleep.—For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ did 
put on Christ (Golden Text). One night, | 
just before the late Captain Bickel was | 
retiring to rest, he met at the deckhouse | 





The Lesson Cartoon. for This Week 


door a ruffan who had been wonder- 
fully converted on one of these voy- 
ages. Mr. Bickel was very tired, but 
he had a little talk with the man. He 
asked him if he would take a Bible to 
a. certain man on the morrow. He 
shook his head. “No, no, Captain; he 
does not need that.” “But why not?” 
“It won’t do him any good.” “But why?” 
“Because it. is too soon. That is your 
Bible, and, thamk God! it is now mine; 
but it is not his Bible.” “What do you 
mean by that?” “Why, simply that he 
has another Bible; you are his Bible; 
he is watching zou. As you fail, Christ 
fails. As you live Christ, so Christ is 
revealed to him.” Writing of this inci- 
dent, Captain Bickel said: “Friends, I 
did not. sleep that night. I had been 
called a thief, liar, foreign spy, traitor, 
devil, in public and private, and had not 
flinched; but to. face this! ‘As you live, 
so Christ lives—in that man’s soul, in 
that house, in that village, in four hun- 
dred villages. . As you fail to live 
Christ, Christ is crucified again.’ What 
wonder that I slept not!”—From Men 
and Missions, Sent by Minnie Yearous, 
McGregor, Iowa. 


5 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we who love thee would acknowledge our 
desire to be separate from whatever is not 
of thee, and to be brought into the fellow- 
ship that thou dost offer to those who obey 
thee. Many of us have already been set 
apart in baptism unto thyself. May we pray 
that we may show forth thy grace day by 
day by lives that shall steadily remind 
others of thee. Grant that we may speak 
for thee in word and in deed and in look. 
May our allegiance to thee sealed in bap- 
tism be unbroken by any.attack of Satan, 
and so may we liye to thy honor and thy 
glory. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Will every one in 
this: room who ‘is wearing a badge of 
any kind just raise the right hand? 
That’s it! Nobody..seems ashamed to 
do it, either. If you. wear a badge and 
wear it honestly and Sincerely it means 
that you are perfectly willing that folks 
should know that you stand for what 
that badge represents. Sunday-school at- 
tendance, Victory Loan, service at home 
or abroad, Red. Cross work, Y. M. or 
Y. W. C. A. work,-all have their marks, 
and those who are in the work are glad 
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“Are ye ignorant that | 
all we who were bap- 
tized into Christ Jesus 














# were baptized into 








to have the badges show just what it is 
in which their wearers are interestel 
Did you ever hear any one say that he 
considered himself a Christian, and yet 
would not join the church? Have you 
ever known any one who said that he 
wanted to fallow Jesus Christ and that 
he could do so just by himself, and did 
not want to be baptized? Well, a good 
many folks talk that way, not realizing 
just how far they’re going from the open 
confession that Jesus Christ longs to 
have his friehds make. If we say we 
love ere and want to follow him, why 
should we object to taking upon our- 
selves the sign and the séal and the badge 
of his service, of our devotion to him, 
of our desire to stand for him among 
our friends and everywhere else? If you 
have not yet done so, is there any reason 
why you should not ask the same ques- 
tion that the Ethiopian asked of Philip, 
“What doth hinder me to be baptized”? 





BAPTIZED INTO 
PUTTING ON 


WHAT HINDERS ME? 


[/HRIST 








4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Oh, day of rest’ and gladness.” 
“Early seek His face.” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“I'll live for Him.” 

“My soul be on thy guard.” 

“Love divine, all loves excelling.” 

“By cool Siloam’s shady rill.” 

“Abide with me.” 


‘ 

(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


Psalm 23: 1-5 (48 : 1-5). 


Psalm 21 : 1-13 (40: 1-4). 
Psalm 80: 1-18 (165 : 1-3). 
Psalm 146: 1-10 (300 : 1-3). 


Psalm go: 1-17 (176: 1-4). 





[ Department Helps 








The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—Arguments have no place in 

the teaching of young children. The 
simple story is the most effective method 
of imparting instruction. Adults may 
with profit discuss the méanings, mo- 
tives, and methods of church institu- 
tions and ceremonies, several of which 
are presented during this Quarter’s les- 
sons. The simplest spiritual meaning 


| should be presented to children. 


While children and grown people may 


| be taught differently concerning bap- 


tism, all can agree upon the general 
meaning of its consecration. The spir- 
itual attitude should mean more than the 
outward form of the ceremony. 

There is no Bible record that John, 
who baptized’ so many others, was him- 
self baptized, except by the Holy Spirit 
from his birth (Luke 1:15). 

Lesson Teaching.—Baptism means 
“Given to God,” and shows the love and 
loyalty of God’s children. 


Review and Introduction—Have you 
thought of that wonderful day when 
Mary and Joseph carried the baby Jesus 
to the temple in Sat oa to present him 
to God in his Father’s House? What 
did they carry for an offering? Who 
were the two old people who blessed 
them there? Mary and Joseph were very 
happy because they had given this child 
to the Lord. (In churches of some de- 
nominations, children may have seen — 
on Children’s Day, Easter, or other Sun- 
days—parents bringing their dear 
babies to God’s House to present them 
to the Lord. Perhaps like Simeon the 


| minister took these children in his arms. ’ 


One by one he christened them and 


| asked God’s blessing on them, then gave 


them back to their parents, who carried 
the little ones home feeling happy be- 
cause they had given them to the Lord.) 
Baby Jesus was not christened when 
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he was carried to God’s House. He was 
given to God in another way. In Naz- 
areth,~his boyhood home, he grew up 
and was obedient to his parents. He 
was always kind and helpful. 


Lesson Story—In another part of the 
country a cousin of Jesus, a boy ‘named 
John, was growing up too, John was 
six months older than Jesus. They did 
not often see each other because their 
homes were too ‘far apart. Their par- 
ents taught them about God’s works, 
which they could see all around them 
in God’s world. Their parents taught 
them God’s Word, parts of which they 
learned. Both boys when they grew to 
manhood were to be ministers of God 
to preach and teach. 

fon loved to study God’s works in 
lonesome places among rocks and trees. 
He wore clothes made of camel’s hair 
and a belt, or girdle, of leather. He 
found locusts and wild honey for his 
food. Sometimes John appeared near 
the Jordan river and preached. Crowds 
of people soon gathertd to hear him. 
He told them to repent or be sorry for 
their sins, and to be baptized. Many 
were baptized in the Jordan. © 

John often told them that some day 
soon a mightier preacher than he would 
appear. John was the messenger mak- 
ing ready the way for Jesus. 

Seen must have known that John, his 
cousin, was preaching near the Jordan, 
for he left his home in Nazareth and 
traveled until he came to the place where 
he found John the Baptist and some of 
his friends. 

The day had come when Jesus wanted 
to ‘give himself to God publicly before 
others, to do just what God his Heavenly 
Father wanted him to do. Jesus asked 
John to baptize him. At first John tried 
to refuse but Jesus said, Let it be so. 

They walked together into the Jordan 
and John baptized Jesus. God accepted 
the gift which Jesus made of himself, for 
after Jesus was baptized and was walk- 
ing out of the water the heavens opened 
to him, and he saw God’s Spirit descend- 
ing like a dove upon him. A voice out of 
heaven said, Thou art my beloved Son, 
in thee I am well pleased. 

After that time Jesus preached ‘the 
same message which his cousin John 
had spoken, Repent and be baptized. 
Jesus taught his disciples how to go on 
with his work. Before he left them and 
went back to heaven he said, Make dis- 
ciples of all the nations. and baptize 
them, teaching them to do what I have 
commanded you. 

Ever since then ministers of God bap- 
tize those who enter church member- 
ship to give themselves to God to do 
what He commands. 

Expression—Every child, every boy 
and girl, must decide some day whether 
he will give himself and his life to God. 
When this happens, God’s voice will 
apont to his heart, Thou art my beloved 
child (some children may wish to de- 
cide now). 

Peorta, IL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The meaning and practise of baptism, 

as seen in the Book of the Acts of the 

Apostles. . 











T SEEMS wise, and certainly it is 

the easier plan, to concentrate our 
teaching on this jesson to the sugges- 
tion above, confining the topic to the 
examples of it in one book, and that 
book the same in which we studied a few 
months ago the work of the Holy Spirit. 

First, then, well ahead of class, ap- 
point to eight girls the study of the 
following references with their context 
in sufficient fulness ‘to be able to give 
the attending circumstances in each 
case: believers at Pentecost, Acts 2: 41; 
converts in Samaria, 8:12; the Ethio- 


* pian eunuch, 8:38; Saul of Tarsus, 9: 


18; Lydia of Thyatira, 16:15; Philip- 
pian jailor, 16: 33; believers in Corinth, 
18:8; Ephesian disciples, 19:5. Ask the 
girls to read the exact words of the 
verses given here, telling the story ir 





which they belong in -their.own (and 
brief) words. This so that emphasis 
may be put on the precise record of the 
baptism in each instance. Ask the class 
to listen well as these eight little stories 
of early Christian practise are told, in 
order to note points of likeness and dif- 
ference in them. What do they tell us 
about the meaning and practise of this 
sacrament of the Christian church? Let 
us see: 

In the first place it was evidently the 
established custom to administer this 
sacrament immediately after a confes- 
sion of faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord, as a pledge of that faith and 
a symbol of the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit. In one case, the last given above, 
the disciples had been some time in the 
church at Ephesus before they heard of 
this gift of the Holy Spirit, and when 
Paul explained the matter to them they 
at once were ready to be baptized again, 
“into the name of the Lord Jesus,” be- 
cause they had at first been baptized 
only into John’s “baptism of repent- 
ance.” 

Just here it will be well to explain 
John’s baptism a little to our girls, — 
that it was the baptism, with water, of 
those who thereby signified -tneir re- 
pentance and preparation for the com- 
ing Saviour, who, after his coming, 
would baptize in (or with, note margin 
for Luke 3:16; John 1:33) the Holy 
Spirit. If any girl is puzzled over the 
baptism of Jesus himself, refer her to 
his own explanation of it (Matt. 3: 13- 
15) gree to John when he, not under- 
standing it either, protested. (1) 

What of the requirements, and the 
methods, as observed in these first ex- 
amples? In the first instance confession 
of sin, with repentance, is emphasized 
by Peter, with the gift of the Spirit 
(Acts 2:38); in the next (Acts 8:12) 
belief in the name of Jesus is the clear- 
cut requirement, following the preach- 
ing of Philip; when the eunuch clearly 
understood the teaching concerning Jesus 
he asked for baptism, thereby proving 
the sincerity of his faith in this Saviour 
Philip preached to him; in Saul’s case, 
the infilling of the Spirit is emphasized 
both as the aim and the accomplishment 
of the sacramerit (his obedience proving 
his living faith in the Christ); Lydia 
also received in simple, whole-hearted 
faith the message of Paul and then was 
baptized, “and her household”; and it 
was when the jailor “believed on the 
Lord Jesus” that he “and all his” were 
baptized, that “same hour of the night, 
immediately”; Crispus, too, “believed in 
the Lord with. all-his house” and baptism 
followed, with many other Corinthians, 
who “hearing believed.” Confession, re- 
pentance, understanding, belief, obedi- 
ence, with the giving of the Holy Spirit, 
—these things then are signified by 


acterize the one receiving the sacred sac- 
rament. 
Home Study 


Study the three accounts of the bap- 
tism of Jesus, 1 Corinthians 1: 14-17, 
and Galatians 3: 26-28. 


ATLANTA, GA. 


Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Reading our standing or- 
ders from Matthew 28 : 18. 

Discussion: Why Jesus commanded 
baptism; the meaning of baptism; the 
purpose of baptism. 

Main points: Baptism but an outward 
symbol of Christ’s work in the heart; un- 
willingness to be baptizeu a sign of 
something wrong; baptism a source of 
strength and an example. 


EACHER opened the lesson by hand- 

ing Carl a typewritten sheet of paper 
and asking him to stand up and read 
Christ’s standing orders. This is what 
he read: 











GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
The Kingdom of God 


The following standing order will be 
in force for all time, in all divisions, and 
on all fronts: 

Go ye therefore, and make disciples of 
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all the nations, baptizinge them into the 
name of the Father and wf the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit: ry | them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always. 
Jesus Curist, 
General in Command. 


That made preaching and missions 
and Sunday-school and all that seem aw- 
fully important. But why did Jesus teach 
that baptism is as important as con- 
verting people and teaching them? That 
was my home study question and at 
first I didn’t know. But finally it came 
to me that baptism is being initiated 
into the visible kingdom of God; sort 
of a public oath of allegiance, a making 
real what is in your heart. 

We talked about the meaning of bap- 
tism, how it represents the washing 
away of our sins and the coming in of 
Jesus, the water of life, and a lot of 
other things that.conversion does. 

Bulldog Jones declared he didn’t see 
what good putting water on a person 
does. God wouldn’t love you any bet- 
ter because you had been wet and had 
some words said over you, and God 
wouldn’t send any man to hell because 
he hadn’t been baptized. 

That sort of stumped the rest of us. 
But teacher was ready for him and 
sailed right in. First, he said Bulldog 
was dead right in thinking that water 
could not wash away sin. If it could 
God would have built a waterworks 
plant on Calvary instead of letting his 
Son be crucified. The old hymn is 
true: 


“ What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 


The water is only a sign that the 
blood of Christ has been applied to the 
heart, and nobody has a right to be 
baptized until he has accepted Christ 
and been born again. “Believe, and be 
baptized” is the right order. Of course 
God doesn’t love us any more after we 
have been baptized, but he is better 
pleased with us when we have obeyed 
this command and confessed-our Sav- 
iour. No one is going to be lost for 
lack of water, but when a person knows 
that Jesus commanded all his followers 
to be baptized, and still is unwilling or 
neglectful, that shows there is some- 
thing wrong in the heart, and that lack 
may shut one* out of heaven. A _ boy 
who has really given his heart to Christ 
will want to show it by being baptized. 

That nearly answered Fred’s ques- 
tion about why we should be baptized. 
But teacher said there are three other 
reasons. It helps confirm a boy’s faith, 
makes his conversion seem more real, 
you know. Then.it sets an example 


| before other boys, to help them decide. 





Christian baptism, and these should char- | And it puts a boy on record, so that he 


is ashamed to go back on it. 

Teacher told about a service he at- 
tended over in France where thirty- 
seven men. from his regiment marched 
up on a high platform one Sunday be- 
fore more than two thousand soldiers, 
and were baptized. “I tell you,” he said, 
“that meant something, and the only 
way to win out for Christ is to be bold 
and positive and go all the way.” 

Home Study for Next’ Week’s Lesson 

Read Matthew 26:26-30; 1 Corinthians 
11 320-34. 

How. did Jesus establish the Lord’s 
Supper? 

What ceremony did he adapt to this 
purpose? 

What was the meaning of the Pass- 
over? : 

What is the meaning of the Lord’s 
Supper? 

Who may take the Lord’s Supper? 

In what spirit should we come to the 
Lord’s table? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 


ve 


Many of your queries about the bear- 
ing of archeology -on the Bible are an- 
swered by Prof. A. T. Clay’s splendid 
volume, “Light on the Old Testament 
from Babel,” obtainable from The Sun- 
day School Times Company at $2. 


Children at Home 


The Result of a Hair-Cut 


A True Story 
By Sue M. Caldwell 


TE hot season was just beginning 
in India; that season of stifling heat 


down in the plains when every wind 
that blows, instead of being cool and 
refreshing, feels as if it had come right 
out of a mammoth hot oven. 

Dorothy’s missionary father and 
mother were getting ready to take their 
family to the hills for the hot months. 
Father was down at the bazaar where 
he went every day to preach, and mother 
was packing their clothes and other 
things they would need while away from 
home. Dorothy had packed the one 
doll and its belongings that she was al- 
lowed to take, and was wandering 
around the house and compound trying 
to find something to do. Suddenly, 
tucked in behind some flower-pots in 
the shadiest part of the verandah, she 
caught a glimpse of a bright red and 
yellow bundle, and pounced on it at 
once. It was the one-year-old son of 
Sangli, the cook, whose wife had come 
to help with the packing and had put 
her baby down where she thought no 
harm could possibly come to him, 

If there was anything in the world 
Dorothy did love it was a baby. Her 
dolls were always babies, never grown- 
up ladies; and when a real baby, white 
or brown, appeared in the compound 
she instantly appropriated it. She rather 
preferred white babies, but if none of 
them were to be had, she was very well 
content with a littlke brown Hindoo. 
Picking up the bundle she sat_down in 
a chair and rocked back and forth, the 
baby’s solemn black eyes fixed on her 








face. 

“I'd like.to kiss you,” she said, hug- 
ging him close, “if your face wasn’t 
so dirty. But I might wash it,” she 
added after a moment’s thought. 

Putting him down she hurried away, 
coming back with a pan of water, soap 
and towels. Water was something to 
which the baby was a stranger, and al- 
though he did not cry he gasped and 
gurgled and sputtered as the soft wet 
cloth went back and forth over his face. 
The round brown face was so much 
more attractive when the last coating 
of dirt was removed, that Dorothy, look- 
ing at him crititally, exclaimed: 

‘You look so much better I b’lieve 
T’ll just give you an all-over bath,” and 
in a few minutes she had more towels 
and a small tub of water and the red 
and yellow garments were being rapidly 
removed. 

The small Hindoo objected violently 
at first, but he was held down with a firm 
hand, and when the fright of finding 
himself in a tub of water was over, he 


over his little bare body. The bath ended 
and his clothing restored, his nurse 
kissed him soundly and then surveyed 
him critically again. He certainly: was 
clean, but locks of black hair wet from 
his bath streaies down his neck and 
over his forehead. 

“Now if you had your hair cut,” she 
said, “you’d be just lovely.” - 

Another quick’ journey into the house 
and Dorothy returned, this time with a 
pair of scissors. Accustomed now to 
strange experiences, the baby submitted 
patiently to the hair trimming, which, 
by the time it was done to Dorothy’s 
satisfaction, left him almost bald. After 
his toilet was completed Dorothy rocked 
and sang to him and played with him 
until his mother came to take him home. 

“Doesn’t he look nice ?” she said in Hin- 
dustani, as she handed him to his mother, 
who first looked astonished, then dis- 
mayed, and then really distressed. 
“Doesn’t he look nice?” Dorothy re- 
peated, much surprised at the mother’s 
lack of appreciation. 

The Hindoos are-a polite people, and 
the mother tried to smile a woeful little 
smile as she said, also in Hindustani, 





“Yes, Missy Sahib.” , 


seemed to enjoy the cool water splashed . 


Pee ata 














for 13 ‘ 
ge tent ar 1: 13-31; Acts 8 : 26-40 


“All the rest of the day Dorothy puz- 
zled over why any mother wouldn't 
think a clean nicer aad sweeter 
than a dirty one. The next morning just 
before a 3 started she saw the c 
she asked, “didn’t you think 

your ba "looked nice after I had bathed 
we = Pa fixed him?” 

same troubled look went over 
Sani’ s face that Dorothy had seen on 
his wife’s. 

“Yes, Missy Sahib,” he answered “but 
we meant our baby to be a holy man,-and 
no one can be a holy man who has ever 
had his hair cut.” 

And then Dorothy, who had seen 
India’s so-called “holy men,” understood 
that she had chuhend | one little Hindoo’s 
whole career. - 


Swarpspure, Ky, 


‘The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








July 20. Crusading against Intemperance. 
ph. 6: 10-20. 

July 27, How Do Men Confess Christ and 
How Deny Him? Rom. 10:9; Luke 22: 
55-61. 

August 3. Our Relation to Others. II. To- 
ward Parents and Others in the Home. 
Exod. 20:12; Eph. 6:1-9. (Consecration 
meeting.) ° 

August ro. Speech, Wise and Unwise. Jas. 

- gi 1-18, : 


—_—— 


Sunday, July 13 


Our Denominational History and 
Principles 
(Psalm 44 : 1-8) 
: (May be led .by the pastor) 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Lessons from the past (1 Cor. 10: 
I-12). 
Tues.—The first principle (Matt. 16 : 13 





19). 
Wed.—Church origins (Acts 2:1-4, 36- 


47). 
Thurs.—Church ofganization (Acts 6. 
1-8). 
Fri.—Missions begun (Acts 13 : 1-3). 
Sat.—Persecution (Acts 19 : 13-41). 











How did our denomination arise? 

What principles does it stand for? 

How can we best advance our denomina- 
tion’s principles? 


E DO not feel ashamed of our de- 
nominations. We inherited them 
from good men and women. They were 
established on conviction, by Christians 
who believed what they believed and 
were ready to make sacrifices for their 
faith. It was not easy for them to do 
what they did. We look back with 
honor and pride to their fidelity to con- 
science and to truth. 
bd 
Do we know ourselves, however, just 
what the truths were for which our 
fathers bore their testimony and why 
they had to separate themselves from 
others or were cast out by others for 
their testimony? And do we know how 
and where out denomination has gone 
in the world, and what work it is doing 
now’ at:home and abroad? There are 
many denominations now in which there 
is no consciousness of a separate testi- 
mony, where the children are taught the 
common body of: our Christian faith. 
This is not to be mourned over. But it 
is a good thing for even such children 
to know why it was that their fathers 
did what they did long ago. 
we 
One good lesson from our denomina- 
tions is that men ought to believe some- 
thing hard. Too many people nowa- 
days have no creed at all, or think that 


‘they have none. A poem appeared some 


months ago in a religious paper which 
began “I. have no creed,” and went on to 
declare “I have no creed. Creeds are but 
words.” It was a lang poem and the 
rest of the poem was made up of words, 
too, just like a creed. It also stated 
what the writer believed, just like any 
other creed. It was all false that he had 
no creed. What was true was that his 
creed was a very careless and incom- 





| mighty army moves. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES : * 363 


lete creed. It is absurd to think that 
ife can be strong without trath behind 
it. 
4 
Happily now the testimony of most 
of the denominations is accepted by the 
us all there are great 


others. Among 
common convictions. We all say the 


Apostles’ Creed and allow room now} 


for minor differences which in earlier 
days gave occasion for separation. . 

in consequence the churches are draw- 
ing closer together. There are many 
common duties and tasks which they 
unite to accomplish. And there is in- 
creasing desire to come together not in 
co-eperation only but in union as well. 

rd 

We are sure that our’ Lord approves 
of such unity (John 17:21). 

We have seen in the war how a 
Is that what we 
mean when we sing, “Like a mighty 
army moves the Church of God”? 

“The tie that binds” is stronger now 
than the opimions that differ. 

New York City. 





Books Worth Noting 











' The Bent Knee Time (By S. D. Gor- 
don).—An Act, a Purpose, and a Habit 
are the three most essential things to 
make a life of victory and power. hat 
these three things are is told by Mr. 
Gordon in this new volume. The little 
book gives a precious thought and a 
Scripture reference for each day in the 
year, and is a blessing to Comrades of 
the Quiet Hour. Christian Endeavorers 
also will find in these daily thoughts 
valuable material on almost every Chris- 
tian Endeavor topic. (American Sunday 
School Union, Philadelphia, 75 cents; by 
mail, 80 cents.) 


Paul’s Campaigns (By David James 
Burrell, D.D., LL.D,).—It would be in- 
teresting to know how many ordinary 
Bible readers have a clear idea of the 
journeys of the Apostle Paul. Dr. Bur- 
rell has written this little book in the 
hope of “bringing order out of the con- 
fusion which prevails in the minds of 
many Bible students.” Each incident is 
helpfully and forcefully treated and ac- 
companied by wise, practical comments. 
Four charts, specially drawn, add to the 
usefulness of a little book which ought 
to be at the hand of every reader when 
going through the subject of Paul’s 
journeys in the Acts (American Tract 
Society, New York, 75 cents net). 


God’s |Responsibility for the War 
(By Edward S. Drown, D.D.).—There 
are five chapters, dealing with “God Be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of Humanity”; 
“Why Does God the Father Almighty 
Allow Evil?” “Is God Limited?” “Power 
Through Limitation”; and “The True 
Omnipotence.” The main position is that, 
if God is to produce a moral universe, 
he cannot produce it by force, and to 
rule out the chance of moral failure. is 
to destroy the moral world itself. It 
is also shown that God cannot drive 


men by force either into good or 
into ill, and, therefore, “if God be 
a-moral God, the world cannot be 


jwithout risk.” These contentions are 
forcibly and eonvincingly stated, and 
although the book is quite small, it 
is a valuable contribution to a great 
and mysterious subject (Macmidan Com- 
pany, New York, 60 cents). 


Goat Feathers (By Ellis Parker But- 
ler, author of “Pigs is Pigs”).—Under 
a ridiculous and slangy title, this popt- 
lar writer has given us a little book 
brimful of soundest common sense and 
greatly needed counsel. “Gathering goat 
feathers” is letting your mind wander 
when you ought to be concentrating. 
And not only your mind, but your life 
and your activities. Mr. Butler says he 
is a champion at it, and that it has kept 
him from being the really great man he 
ought to have been and-could have been 
by this time. The little book is a start- 
lingly frank and humble self-condemna- 

( Continued on the next page) 































































































°* There is no other drink like Hires’”’ 


You will find many a drink labelled root- 
beer—but there is only one Hires. No 
other drink has the same combination of 
ingredients. There are seventeen reasons 
for Hires goodness. Sixteen of them are 
the ingredients, and the seventeenth is the 
delightful combination they make. Yet you 
pay no more for Hires than you pay for an 
artificially flavored substitute. 


There’s.no secret in what gives Hires its snap 
and sparkle, its deliciousness and purity. Pure 
cane sugar—juices of roots, barks, herbs and ber- 
ries that seem to have caught the very freshness of 
the woods and morning dew, to release it in Hires. 
Sassafras, sarsaparilla, spikenard, birch bark, pip- 
sissewa and ginger. Don’t they fairly conjure up.a 
wholesome craving for a foaming glass of Hires— 
the thirst extinguisher? 


From the canefields of the sunny southland, 
from Central and South America and even from 
across the sea, come the carefully-selected ingredi-_ - 
ents of Hires. An instance of Hires standards is 
the fact that we use only the genuine juices of the 
vanilla bean. We could save $100,000.00 every 
year by using an artificial flavor for vanilla. But 
then we would not be justified in recommending 
Hires to you and urging you to always ask for 


Hire 
Say ‘‘Hires’’ at every good soda 
fountain. Hires is also carbonated 


by licensed bottlers—for sale in bottles 
so you can have Hires at home. 


THE CHARLES E. HIRES COMPANY ’ 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. , 


Hires contains juices of sixteen roots, barks, 
herbs and berries 
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Was man “created” or “‘evolved’’? 


This question is answered on 
page 5 of the 


Scofield 


Reference Bible 


Bd, by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
| @ & te band a bs Gs 
cur. Dr. Rekallc ladies axe sonal 
t. a Bible study course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. Alt all dealers. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - + + «+ New York 


“Go to Church” | 


NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING SERVICE. 






















Written to induce the other_sixty million people of 
America to attend church. Weekly matrix service. 
Three column Nine inches. Artistic borders, striking 
typographical arrangement. Copy indorsed by leading 
ministers. Churches of each city should unite sapey- 
ing for running these ads on Saturday in every daily 
in America, Write for first series of twenty-six ads. 
The Church must advertise. 

JAMES B. SPILLMAN, 
Religious Advertising Agency 
COLUMBIA, S. C, 
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Individual Communion Cups 
onvenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
-° with quotations sent upon request. 


ION OUTFIT CO. 7th ST., ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


RCH PEWS 


LPIT FURNITURE 


je Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 














Shanghai, China. These rates in- 

citta’ postage: 

$1 25 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.25 each, per 


year, 

$1 75 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.75 

each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 

“In recognition of the club organizer’s 

aid we allow one subscription additional 

for every ten paid for in a club. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


T HAS been wisely and truthfully 

said that “religion in the family is a 
much more difficult thing than religion 
in the church.” It is comparatively 
easy to behave oneself at a meeting, but 
not just so easy at home. Yet if we are 
not Christians at home, we are not 
Christians anywhere, while on the other 
hand, we may be sure that if people 
are Christian at home they will be 
Christian everywhere. In a truly Chris- 
tian home there will be explicit acknowl- 
edgment of God’s bountiful care.- Where 
the family is godly, the name of God will 
be pronounced in reverent worship, and 
there will be a kneeling together to 
seek guidance, help and blessing. 

A family that belongs to God will love 
his Book and regulate the life by it. 
Such a home will be a heaven on earth. 


July 7 to 13 
Mon.—Mark 1: 1-11. Baptism by Jesus. 


At John’s baptism all the rest con- 
fessed sin, but Jesus had no sin of his 
own to confess. What a surprise it must 
have been to John when Jesus claimed 
a share in his baptism. Probably his 
eye penetrated the veil of humility and 
obscurity and he recognized the majesty 
of the Son of God. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
bloom and freshness of the early Chris- 
tian experience may not fade from young 
converts; for a deeper love to the per 
son of Christ and for a more childlike 
trust in Him; for spiritual power to 
live above self and worldliness; for 
equipment for service. 

Tues.—Matt. 3 : 13-17. 
Fulfilling all Righteousness. 

Jesus might have claimed exemption, 
but being born under the law “though 
he were a son, he learned obedience.” 
He. came to redeem us that we might 
rceeive the adoption, therefore .it. was 
that He was “numbered with the trans- 
gressors” at Jordan, participating in a 
rite which symbolized the putting away 
of sin. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
with whom we live day by day; that 
those of their number who do not know 
the Lord may be influenced by those of 
us who do, and that we may so live be- 
fere them as to commend the Gospel of 
our blessed Saviour. 


Wed.—Acts 2: 37-41. The Baptized Believers. 


These believers were the first fruits 
of Pentecost. The preaching which had 
won them was of a strong order. “Re- 
pent ye, and be baptized,” and the cour- 
age with which Peter preached is one 
proof of the descent of the Spirit. Con- 
version was speedily followed by con- 
secration and the new life. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
city, town, or village in which yoy live ; 
for your neighbors and your neighbors’ 
children; for those who help to make 
your life comfortable, and for all who 
contribute to your happiness; for. the 
local churches and their ministers; for 
public schools and teachers. 

Thurs.—Acts 19 : 1-7. 
Into the Name of the Lord Jesus. 

To be baptized “into the name” is an 
acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Master; it is moreover: a recogni- 
tion of His Divine authority and rule 
over the soul, and a confession of the 
new life which has come into the soul; 
a pictorial way of telling of Christ’s 
sovereignty. 


.Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
native preachers, teachers, evangelists, 
and Christian educationists; for medi- 
cal missions and missionaries; a the 
young men and young women of conse- 
crated ability, that they may be led to 
devote their lives to the work of God 
in. heathen lands; for a vision of the 
world’s need. : 


Fri.—Acts 8 : 26-38. The Eunuch Baptized. 


The obedience of the eunuch was an 
evidence of his regeneration. Faith 
calls for expression and avowal. A 
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faith that is not avowed is not worthy 
of the name. To witness to the inward 
change is the du 
child of God, 
glory to God. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
lands we love; for those in au- 
thority over the people and who 
seek to serve the best 
the people by a wise and just legisla- 
tion; for policemen, watchmen, patrol- 
men, and all who seek to guard human 
life and property by day and by night. 
Sat.—Matt. 28 : 16-20. 

Baptism and the Great Commission. 

There are two parts to this great com- 
mission —the missionary and the pas- 
toral. To the first belongs the word 
“go,” and to the second the word “teach.” 
After disciples.are made they-.are to be 
instructed in the things of God, so that 
their faith may be fed and the new life 
strengthened. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Jews in Russia and Poland; for their 
speedy deliverance from the trials and 
anguish consequent upon the war; for 
those who have returned in unbelief to 
their own land, that they may be brought 
under the saving influences of the Gos- 
pel of Christ. 


Sun.—Eph. 4 : 1-6. ’ 
One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism. 
“One Lord,” the Divine Master and 
we his willing slaves. “One Faith,” the 
means.by which we apprehend the One 
Lord. “One Baptism,” the symbol of 
our incorporation into the Lord. Around 
this one Lord let our affections be en- 
twined and upon him let our faith rest. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for purity 
of motive in serving “Christ and the 
Church” to-day; for all who do any bit 
of work for God; for the Lord’s shut-in 
ones who are unable to attend the ser- 
vices of the House of God; for all 
readers of The Sunday School Times. 


New York City. 
4 
Books Werth Noting 


( Continued Jjrom the preceding page) - 


and privilege of every 
or he thereby brings 


tion, in its autobiographical aspect. And 
most of us recognize that the condem- 
nation the author lavishes upon himself 
belongs to us. It is a good homily to 
read aloud in the family circle, to help 
us resolve to eliminate forever, from 
our own life, the attractive and destroy- 
ing occupation of chasing goat feathers. 
(Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 50 
cents, net.) 


The Apostles’ Creed in the Twentieth 
Century (By Ferdinand S. Schenck, 
D.D., LL.D.).—Nothing could be more 
familiar than the teaching of the state- 
ments of the Apostles’ Creed, yet-here is 
a fresh, forceful, and masculine pres- 
entation of its simple and well-known 
truths. On each clause the writer has 
something interesting to say and says it 
well. This does not mean that readers 
will agree with everything. For instance, 
the author is not at all clear about the 
Bible teaching of judgment, especially 


in speaking of a general judgment and’ 


using Matthew 25 to interpret the Creed. 
Nor is he successful in distinguishing 
between “pardon” and “forgiveness” by 
making the one legal and the other per- 
sonal, since both words mean the same 
and general usage is practically identi- 
cal. But the book as a whole is worthy 
of attention, especially because of its loy- 
alty to New Testament truth. Preachers 
will find ample suggestions of good mate- 
rial for courses of sermons (Fleming H. 
Revell Company, New York, $1.25, net). 


Good and Evil (By Loring W. Batten, 
Ph.D., S.T.D:).—In these Paddock Lec- 
tures the author practically limits at- 
tention to the Old Testament and en- 
deavors to depict its teaching in regard 
to good and evil. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, the treatment is dominated by an 
extreme critical view, so that the con- 
clusions will be largely vitiated for those 
who believe that the critical position is 
inaccurate. In every chapter arguments 
are drawn which have force only for 
those who start from the writer’s prem- 
ises; while for those who take the op- 
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interest of |. 


The Boys Are 


Coming Home 


ppropriate services of welc bein; 
held . their honor in churches and schoals thro”® 
out the country. To meet urgent uests, we 
have worked out a suggested praguans for pom a 


Home Coming or Victory. Rally 


showing suggested addresses, readings with a list 
of over r appropriate musical numbers to select 
from. copy will be sent Free on request or the 
full list of music sent for $1.50 with privilege of 
exchange. 

,A number of the songs suggested for above pro- 
gram are contained in 


e 
Camp-Fire Songs 
32 pages and cover of patriotic and religious son 
especially suitable fot comashalty “tags Kj pe | 
patriotic meetings. roc each postpaid, $3.00 per 100, 
not prepaid. Special quantity rate for camp work, 


be 7 
Awakening Songs 
Our latest gospel song book for general church 
urposes; 256 page. Single copies: Manila, 20c ; 

mp, 25c; Cloth, 395 postpaid. Quantities of 
100; Manila $18.00 ; Limp, $22.00; Cloth, $30.00, 
not postpaid. 


The Rodeheaver Company 


1017 Monon Bidg. 617 Commercial Bidg. 
CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA 
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A SPLENDID OPPORTUNITY 


For a Consecrated Young Man or Young Couple 
The Keswick Colony — that wonderfully blessed and 
wonderfully “used home for fallen men, where real 
miracles’ have been and are being performed by our 
ord Jesus — is greatly in need a@ consecrated as- 
sistant; one who could aid in exccuting the many de- 
tails of the work and also assist in the I services. 
No salaries are paid at Keswick but all needs are sup- 
plied. The Colony is supported by voluntary con- 
tributions. Keswick is a utifu t among the 
ines of New Jersey, 45 miles east of Philadelphia. 
tailed information will be gladly furnished to any- 
one, who, after prayerful consideration, may feel this 
® preena! call to service. The manager of the Kes- 
ck Colony has for several years assisted in the 
music at the Victorious Life Conferences. Address 


ADDISON C. RAWS, Manager. 


“The 
God-planned 
Life” 


One of McConkey’s most vital little devotional book- 
lets. Sent entirely free. Address Silver Pub. Co. Dept. 
1. Bessemer Bidg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 








posite view the results are almost en- 
tirely unconvincing. It would be a pro- 
found regret to have to regard this view 
of the Old Testament as correct, be- 
cause it would involve a great spiritual 
loss. The writer does not really grapple 
with the questions in the light of pro- 
gressive revelation, even in the Old 
Testament, while the absence of the dis- 
tinctive New Testament teaching is a 
further difficulty in the way of solution. 
Toward the end the writer shows clear 
sympathy with Universalism and with a 
belief in the salvation of-all who have 
laid down their lives in battle (Fleming 
H. ames Company, New York, $1.25, 
net). 


The Living Christ and Some Prob- 
lems of To-day (By Charles Wood, 
D.D.).—These William Belden Noble 
Lectures for 1918 at Harvard discuss 
“The Vitality of the Religious Senti- 
ment”; “The Availability of God”; 
“Aims that End in Self, and Endless 
Aims”; “The Christianity of Yesterday, 
To-day, and To-morrow”; “The Place 
of Christ in Our Modern World”; and 
“Christ’s Goal for Humanity.” There 
is a singular freshness of treatment. The 
one lack that will be felt is the inade- 
quacy of the treatment to convey the 
full New Testament Gospel. There is 
practically nothing about the Atonement 
and nothing about the Holy Spirit, and 
in these respects the author reveals a 
feature which is a weakness in many 
modern books. Their presentation of a 
high ideal is admirable and praiseworthy, 
but without some, satisfactory indica- 
tion of the way in which this. ideal is 
to be attained, the mesage is wanting in 
a most vital particular. The greatest 
need to-day is for an emphasis on Di- 
vine grace by which our ideals may be- 
come realized. If only this were part 
of the teaching of the present book, it 
would be admirable (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, $1.25, net). 
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